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The SPEAKER touk the Chair at
4.30 pa, and read prayers.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN  SEAW-
ERAGE, RETICULATION.

Mr. SWAN asked the Minister tor
Works: 1, What is the reason that No, 2
reticulation eontract is vot bheing pro-
veeded wirh? 2, Has the lowest tender
heen aceeptedt? Uf not, why not? 3, Has
any tender been accepted for No. 4 con-
iract?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS ve-
plied: 1 and 2, Owing o an informality,

accepiance of the lowesl tender was de-
layed, and it has since been withdrawn.
The next lowest tender, being in order.
has been recommended fur aceepiance.
d, Yes,

QUESTION—MILK PRESERVATION,
PUSEY PROCESS.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Governmeni (as reported) the
West Australian rights of the Pusex pro-
vess for the preservation of milk under
offer? 2, If so, have the Government sub-
initted samples of same to experts for
analytical and baecterial tests: and if -,
with what results?

The PRIEMIER replied: 1. Yes. 2, Yes.
The matter is being inquired into by Pro-
fessor Lowrie and the Government
Analyst, whose rests are net vet eom-
pleted. We expeet a report on Monday
next.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,
1. Permanent Reserves Rededieatiim
{introduced by the Premier).
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2, Coolgardie Recreation Heserve Re-
vesling (introdured by the Minister fim
[amds).

RETURN —STIRLENG  ESTATE,
DRAINAGE FUND

0o motion by Mr. Heitmann, orderal;
“That there be kid upon the Table of
the House a rvelurn showing the toral
amount set aside ns a drninage fund (or
Stirling Estate, with a detailed statement
of expendituve of same.’’

MOTION - POLICE  DEPARTMENT,

TO INQUIRE.
Mr. COLLIER (Boulder) woved—-

That o Select Commiliee bhe ap-
poinled to inguire into the administra-
ton of the Police Department.

He said: I regrver that the necessity for
inquiry ite the administration of this
department =hould still exist, espeeinlly
in view of the eriticism levelled at it year
after vear in this Flouse. Some two
vears ago the Teader of the Opposition
moved a similar motion, and T think it
was then clearly shown fhat there was
urave eause Tor dissatisfaction in the
vanks of the police foree. T we lnok at
Ihe disenssion in eonneetion with the Hs-
timates of this department last vear, we
will see that for a space of three or four
hours hon. members retailed the griev-
ances and the many itnjustices then ex-
isting amongz the rvapk and file of the
police foree. It seems to me that eriti-
cism on the Estimates iz altogether use-
less; at least it has been shown to be so
with regard te this department, for year
after year it has been allowed to go un-
heeded. T do nof know whether that is
due to the fact that the Minister contral-
ling the department is not a_ member of
this House. hut there seems to have ex-
isted an amount of indifference altogether
untair to hon. members. 1 do not wish -
40 go into the finanecial aspeet of the man-
agement of the police foree hecause 1T
think that is largely a matter for the
Government in econsidering any question
of eeonomy. T could point to the fact
that 1he eost per head of ithe population
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is wueh higher in Western Australia, al-
most double in faet what it is in any
other Slate of the Commonwealth.

;
i

The—Mirister- tor “Works:  I--do ot
think it i demble.
MrootiEds In comparison with

some «f (he States it is fully double,

\ and compared with Queensland it s
- mueh more than 30 per cent. higher.{ I
“TOuId also point to the facl thal™ 1% ¢om-
pared with the Eastern States our police
foree is much more extensively ollicered.
We lhave a larger proportion of officers
to men (han they have o any of the
Eastern States, but I may say that is
largely o matter for the consideraiion of
the Minister controlling the department.
What 1 wish to deal wilh wore particu-
larty is the internal working as it, affeeis
the duties of the rank and file. The first
guestion I wish to refer to is thal of pro-
motion, 1 think it will be said that in
every other department of life as well as
in the police department every man who
joins a service does not desire fo remain
on the bottom rung of the ladder. If he
displays energy, zeal, and intelligence, he
expects lo lave reasonable facilities for
rising and sume day reaching lhe top of
the tree. With our police force here the
method of promotion is very unsatisfae-
tory indeed. It is not by semiorvity, nor
is it by meril.  The regulation dealing
with promotion provides that the tavowr-
able veport of the immediate superior
officer will be an indispensable requisite
to promotion.  That indispensable re-
quisite is responsible tor reducing the
ranks of ouwr police foree, and I was
going te say. almnst to the uuspeakable
level of toadyviem. To wake favouritism
a sine que non of promotion is to put a
premium on sycophancy. 1t is not the
wiost eapable man and the most inde-
pendenl man who is going tu obtain a
favoured report at the hands of bis
saperior officer; it is very often rhe man
who is prepared to blacken the haots of
his superior officer.

The Minister for Warks:
do away with it?

My, COLLIER: 1 would take away
the power from any one individual whe
held the welfare of annther man wholly
in his land.

Would vou
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The Minister for Works:
be sune rule.

Alr, COLLIER: But ihe Minister will
uot contend that in every system 1t is
impuossible? There should be a huard of
competent men, men who are eapable of
judging ability and qualification when
the question of promotion eomes in, and
an impartial board should decide on ihe
matter of promotion. We should not say
that an indispensable requisite of pro-
motion musl be the favourable report of
an immediate superior olficer. We kiow
well that officers of the police foree, like
viher persons, are merely human, and it
is often the ease that the man who gaius
that indispensabie vejuisite is the man
who is on terms of good friendship with
liis officer. - Et may be that he belongs to
tlte same club, vr the same ludge, or even
te the same brand of Christianity thar
influcnices the superior officer in decidiog
in favour of any particular eonstable.
Let me take an instance. Leonora is »
place with a sergeant and four or fve
constables. Before the constable at Leo-
nora can obfain promotion he must have
the approval of the inspector who is re-
sident at Menuies, but the inspeetor only
visits ontlyving eentres such as Leonora at
rare infervals, ane il is impossible for
him to say what are the qualities and
abilities of eaeh constable in his great
avea, eonsequently he has to fall back
npon Lthe report of the sergeant in charee
of the station,

The Minisier for Werks: Would nut
a hoard have to do the same thing?

Mr. COLLIER: As L was poinling out,
a board would be morve impartial, and
would not be swaved by personal infins-
ences lo the same extent as individuals
would he. Tt is possible for a consiable
to inewr the displeasure of his superior
officers: and though he mayv he a eapable
mai. promotion may be denied him. 'The
mnn who is more inelined to fawn ou bis
superior olficers is the man who is more
likely te obfain approval. Closely allied
tn the question of promotion is that of
appointments, and there appears to be no
prescribed examination, either physieal
wr educational, for admittanee to our
police torece. Tt is entirvely within ‘he
provinee of the Commissioner of Police

There must
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to appoint any man he chooses. not only
4s a probationer but to any position in
the foree with the approval of the Execn-
tive Council—a condition of things that
does not obtain in any nther State in 1he
Commonwealth.  We need only Inok
ronnd ihe streets and notice some of the
constables on duty to become aware of
the faet that some men have ot into the
police foree through influence. In any
case to give to one individnal the power
to appoint anvone he likes to the police
foree is to open the doar (o influence,
awhether it be exercised or not. In the
past appointments have been made to
important positions of men who have
never spent an lhour in the police force
in this or any other State of the Com-

monwealth, Regulation 261 reads—
““YWhen a vaeaney oceurs in the
higher grades of the force and the

duties of the vacani office are of such
"a nature that the Governor-in-Council
shall he of opinion thai theve is nw
person in the department who is eoin-
petent to discharge ihem, Lhe Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil may appoint thereto
such persen as he may think fit, with
er without examination er probation,
although not previously engaged in the
police fovee.”
Under that regulation men have been ap-
pointed as sergeants and inspectors over
the heads of, I venture to say, more com-
petent men in the rank and file. Tt las
heen said that Napoleon's great snceess
lay in the faet that every soldier in his
armies carried a marshal’s baton in his
knapsaek, and T contend it would bhe
more conducive to the smooth and effiei-
ent working of our police force if every
constable was eertain, provided he con-
ducted himself properly, that le carried

the Commissioner’s baton in his knap-

sack. That has not been the case. T can
zive instances of a number of men who
have been appointed. There was In-
spector Newlands who was appointed
snb-inspector and scon afterwards was
made inspector. He has since heen r.-
tired, for what T do not know, thongh he
has naot reached the retiring age. Then
fnspector Drewery was appointed first-
class constable. hut within a month he
was made sub-inspector. Then Inspeelor
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Ord was appointed sergeant at first, and
a short time afterwards wns made sub-
inspector. Again Sub-Inspector Munchin
was appointed in like manner.

The Minister for Works: How
sinee is that?

Mr., COLLIER: It does not matter.
The regulation is still in existence. What
has taken place in the past it is quite
possible may take place in the future.

The Minister for Works: Tn similar
cirenmstances, The appointments might
have been justified.

Mr. COLLTER: T hold these appoiot-
ments were not justified,

The Minister for Works: You were niot
in the State at the time.

Mr, COLLIER: T was not, but a per-
son has the opportunity of gaining know-
ledge of what is taking place in the other
States besides that in which he lives.
There was also Inspector Mellish imported
from Seotland Yard, and after 12 months
hiz servires were dispensed with, and the
Clovernment had to compensate him to
the extent of £500. Will the Mlinister say
we lave net first-class men amontg our eor-
porals and sergeants eapable of filling
these positions? Ts the standard of ability
and intelligence of the poliee furece of
Western Australia lower than i iz in the
other States? Because I wonld remind the
Minister thai in Victoria and New Sauth
Wales every post from that of Commis-
sioner down to probationer is filled, and
has always been filled, by men from the
vanks. There has not been in either State
any appointment made from outside the
ranks of the torce for many years past.
and surely if in the East when they re-
quire officers they can find in the ranks
the wateral capable of filling the posts,
we ¢an do the same in this State.

The Minister for Works: You are talk-
ing of 15 years ago.

Aly. COLLIER : Some of them were not
15 veors ago. :

The Minister for Works: Look at 1he
latest instance.

Mr. COLLIER: It does not inatter
about that. Jf it was possible to deo it in
the past, ir is possible to do it in the fu-
ture. The verv faet that these men have
been appeinted has been an injustice Lo
the vthers in the force. There are men

loag
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lower down in the police force to-day
than they should be hecanse of these ap-
pointments in lhe past. Another case is
that of Sub-luspeclor Ovme, who was ap-
pointed snb-inspecturr to eommence with,
Perhaps some members who have been in
Parliament longer than I have heen will
recollecl that officer. I believe he was con-
nected with somne little ineident.

The Minister for Works: That appoint-
ment was about 16 or 17 years ago.

Mr. COLLIER : This sub-inspector was
connected with some little incident relal-
ing to this House not many years ago,
and for giving information to the news-
papers was redueed in vank and removed
to Cue, He was appoiuted sub-inspeetor
to begin with,

The Minister for Works:
more than ten yvears ago.

Mr. COLLIER: T admit it waz done
fen years ago: but T am complain-
ing about the regulativn that gives
power to one man o make ap-
pointments sueh as these, and 1
say it is quite possible for it to hap-
pen in the future as it happened in the
past. At any rvate this officer after having
Leen removed to (Cue embezzled some of
the moneys of the Aepartment, for which
he was prosecuted. There was a shiortage
nf several hundreds, and of course he had
to retire from the force. Ti is quite true,
as the Minister says, these appointments
have not happened veeently, but they have
been an injustice, and this night possibly
oeeur in the futuve. In the police forees
of the Eastern States theve is a well-regu-
lated systemt of promaolivn whereby every
man may be moved Lrom the lowest rung
of the ladder right up to the pogition of
Comnissioner, Another matter to which
I wish to refer is one which iz almosl a
peremnial eause of complaint. I refer to
the management of the police benefit fune,
Last year I said in dealing with the Esti-
males that the inerease of contributions
io Lhis fund which took place in July.
1907. was oot warranted, and I
still  have that opinion. The fund
has  heen in exisience sinee 1866,
and  when the inercased contribu-
Lion was made it had a credit balanee of
£1.000.  The Government said the in-
crease was made because the fund was not

That
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in a solvent condition. but surely if
there had been sufficienl to meet all the
demands made on the fund since 1866,
and there was still a credit balanee of
£11.000, the fund eould not be =aid to
he in  an  insolvent condition. A
constable  has  now  to  eontribute
between Gs. and T7s. per month
to the fund, and that is econsider-
ably higher than the rate of contribution
in any of the Eastern States of the Com-
monwealth. It is 214 per cent. in Vie-
toria, and 2 per eent. in Queensland and
New South Wales, and in each case the
figures mentioned are the maximum which
is never levied unless the fund is in sueh
a position that it is necessary to levy the
maximum. Tt is different here. It would
nol matter if (he fund were to have
£40,000 in hand to-morrow the eonstables
would still have (o eontribute their 3 pe
cent,, which amounts to about @s. or 7s.
a month on the wage of a second-class
ennstable.  This is a matter of genutne
grievance to tlie coustables, and 1 hope—
but it i no use hoping because the matter
has been eomplained about so often, and
no regard has been paid to it. There i»
also the management of the fund.

Mr. Heitmann: That is [ovely,

Mr, COLLIER: The board. which I was
woing to chavacterise as an jurospousible
board, because it is respousible to o one.
except perhaps to  the Government—il
certainly is ot responsible to the men who
find the money. and it is quile contrry to
all our accepted ecanons of taxation
that the men who eontribute the monev
should lhave no say in its distribution—
the bourd two years ago framed a repu-
lation whieb reads— -

“In future the bhenefit fund hoard
will be empowered to determine the
amount of gratuity, if any. due Lo any
member of the force who may have
served with indifferent eonduet.”

Thal is a seandalons state of affaivs that
this hoard has taken to itself the right ti
say whether a man who has paid eontei-
hutious, perhaps for 15 o1 20 years, shall

get any gratuity on his retirement
from the foree. Tv fact some men have
heen penalised under this regulation.

There was nne constable whe had served
12 vears, during which peried he had beer
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three times charsed with drankenness,
though in the latter part of his service he
had a clean sheet. This eunstable was en-
litled to £155 on vetiring, but the Loard
decided to grant him £30 only.

The Minister tfin Works:
his name?

Mr, COLLIER: It was Constable Cas-
serley. The board actually fined him £105
for these three offences of drunkenness,
or £33 for each offence: and it has to be
remembered that the constable had already
heen tried for these offences and punished
tor them. but afterwards when he came
alogg and wished {0 diaw his zeatunity the
hoanrd piled on another fine to the extent
of £35 for each offence. That was an ab-
enlnte injustice. Tn other States of the
Commonwealth the money the constables
are entitled to on retiring from the force
is a statutory right, and no hoard or offi-
cials can gainsay it at their sweet will,
Another constable resigned after 15
years and claimed £190, but only
received - £00. The hoard deducted
£100 from him hecanse he had served
with indifferent condoet. Let me point
out what indifferent conduct means.
Fvery constable has a record sheet and
the officer in eharge. wherever he may bhe
stationed. i empowered. by regulation, fo
enter up his apinion of the charaeter,
Both publie and private, of that partien-
lar eonstable. The policeman himself does
nol know, when he is moved from one dis-
triet to another, what is entered up on his
reeord sheet hy his superior officer. The
sheet 1s scut to the nexi station he goes
{o. He has nof an opporiunity of knowing
what the opinions of his superior officers
may have heen in all the districts where
he had heen stationed. When he expresses
a desire to retire lhis record sheet is
placed before the board who perhaps de-
duet €30 or £100 hecause of his indifferent
eonduct. B is quite possible that one of
Lis superior officers may have taken some
dislike to the eonstable and entered np an
opinion wholly unwarranted and quite un-
just. The constable has no method of ap-
peal, no means of having the opinion set
aside or enquired into. The record is final
and has to be accepted. Tt will be seen
that this power to dednet amounts for in-
atifferent eondunet becomes all the more un-

What was
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just in view ul fbe powers of the superior
officer to enter up opinions on the con-
stable’s record sheet. 1 also wish (o refer
—1I am sorry the Premier is not here as
he took considerahle interest in this
matter—to the conduet of the election
avhich taok place recently of the repre-
sentalives oo the buvard. No hetter evi-
denee could he produced of the necessity
for an enquiry inte the management hy
the permanent heads of the department
than the manner in which they con-
ducted the ballots for election of repre-
seftatives to the board. T had thought thal
aecording to the promise of the Premiev,
the last election would have been removed
entirely from their influence, I find in
eoing through the file which the Colonial
Secretary gave nie an opportunity of see-
ing, that this was not so, for the hand of
the permanent head of the department can
be seen right through the eonduel of rhe
hallot. An instruetion was placed on the
ballot paper which restricted the eun-
stables’ c¢hoiee of representation, beeause
it was laid down that he should take into
eonsideration where the eandidate he voted
for was stationed. The constable wage in-
structed tn vote for those who, if not
stationed in Perth, were within easy ac-
cess of ihe City and could attend the
meetings, That is a restriction of the right
of an elector. Secondly, T complain that
the names of the candidates were not
placed on the ballot paper. The ballul
first asked the question whether the eon-
stable had confidence in the Commis-
sioner and then, this peint having been
decided, the consiable was asked to write
in the names of the persons whom he
wished to bave on the board in the Com-
missioner’s place. Whoever heard of an
rlection held on such lires? Why was pot
the election held in the ordinary way with
the names of tiie eandidates placed on the
hallot paper. T suppose it was considered
infra dig. for the Commissioner to have
his name on the ballot paper alongside
that of an ordinary eonstable. Further.
the constable had to say whetlier he (e-
sired an alteration ov not. It is a strange
thing that. although the department
were suppnsed to have nothing to do with
the election,thesame methodswereadopi-
ed as in hoth fhe previons ballots. which
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were enndveted by the department. It
is clear that strenuous efforts were made
to retain the Connuissioner and to show
that was so I will read a circular sent to
the police stations. From time io time the
Premier has stated, and the Colonial See-
retary has endorsed that view, that the

Government were perfectly indifferent as’

to whether the Commissioner were on the
board or not, The manner in whieh the
election was conducted convinces me that
the Colonial Seevatary, at any rate, de-
sired the Commissioner on the board.
The civeular. which was dated 4th Apuil,
1909, and was issued while the ballot was
on, conlains the following :—

“Police Benefit Fund. The commit-
tee appointed by the metropolitan
police desires to inform members of the
force generally ihat the following steps
have heen taken, A deputation (repre-
senfing the metropolitan police) waited
upon the Aeting Premier on the 30th
ult. to explain that it was the wish of
that hedy that the contributors to the
fund should be allowed to have a direel
representative on the board in addition
to. not in lien of, the Commissioner of
Police, and suggested that the election
should be postponed until the Prewmier
could he so informed. The Acting Pre-
mier replied that the present election
was to redeem thie promise made to
Parliament by the Premier fhat the
police should have the opportunity of
saying whether they wanted direet re-
prescutation in liew of the Commis-
sioner, e stated thai if the ("ominis-
sioner received a majority of votes at
this election, the qguestion of an addi-
tional representative would he con-
sidered hy the Government, if wn de-
sired.”

That was hoiding oot a direet indnee-
ment.

The Minister for Works: No 1t was
noi.

Ay, COLIAER : 1t was a diveet induee-
menl to members of the foree to vote for
the Commissioner. .

The Minister for Works: If the Com-
missioner were not on the board there was
uo necessity for an additional represen-
tative, for they would lhiave a Jdirecr re-
presentative.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Me. COLLIER: It has always been
contended by the Government that the
Commissioner really was a representative
of the men. The Premier himself said thal
the Commissioner represented the men.
and that the Under Secretary of the Col-
onial Seevetary’s Depariment. and the
Under Treasnrer represented the Govern-
ment. If the Commissioner had heen re-
presenting the men why should the ques-
tion  of giving an  additional  re-

preseatative  be considered omlv if
he were retained. Tt really means
that the Governmenl were prepared

le give the men bwo rvepresentafives on
that hoard.

The Minisrer for Works: Because these
men asked for it. They said they wanted
the Commissioner. and anofher man in
addition,

Mr. COLLIER: A little hole and
corner meeting organised uuder the wing
of the Commissioner.

The Minister for Works: Read the
words again and you will see the. mterpre-
tation. «

Me. COLLTER.: There can be only one
literpretation. The words in the eireu-
Lar are, **He stated that if the Comrmis-
sioner received a majority of votes at this
election, the question of an additional re-
presentative would he eonsiderved hy the
Government.”  There can be only one
interpretation. and that is that rhe Gov-
evoment desired to vetain the Commis-
sioner, and the direet inducemunt was
oftered to the men that if they voted
for the Commissioner thev wounld be
given an additional representative after-
wards.

The Minister for Works:
the sort.

Mr. COLLIER: That is the only in-
terpretation [ ean place upon it. The
ballot was not conducted fairly, the Com-
missinner should have heen ecompelled o
submit himself for nomination and his
nawe should bave bheen placed on the bal-
lot paper with those of the constables, ax
iz done in all other elections. of which we
have any knowledge. [ wish also to refer
to the question of wages. There is not a
hody of men in this State so poorly paid
as constables. There are able-bodied men
—second-elaxs constables, who comprise

Nothing of
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abuut ene-half of the force—who receive
the magmifieent wage of 7s. &l. a day for
a period of 10 vears. Afier a period of
nine years they receive nn more than for
the first six months they are in the foree.
Is thai an evidence of ecapable manage-
ment?  Will the Minister himself say
that a man he fakes into his service and
who has no knowledee of the duties he
has 10 perform. is worth as mnoch to him
six months afterwards as after he has
been in the service ten vears? That is the
condition of things in the force. The
wage is absolute sweating and there are
no men in the State, labourers or men
having any other kind of nccupation, who
do not get more than 7s. 6d. a day.
After a pertod of service of at most five
years the constables should be entitled to
a rise.  Thev should start eonsiderably
higher than 7s. 6d.. for they should get at
the outset at least 8s. a day and the
wages should go on mounting up as their
service continues:and they become profi-
cient in their work. In none of the other
States have constables to remain as long
as ten years at the same wages as when
. they enier the forece. Over there oppor-
tunities are given o the men to qualify
themselves, by passing an examination,
for an inereased salaryv. T notice that
this year’s Estimafes show it is intended
to wive an inerease of 6d. a day to first-
class constables who have served with
good conduct for 10 years. T have no
chjection to their wages heing increased
fom 8s. 6d. to 9s. a day. as that is littte
enoush, but if any inerease is contem-
plated those at the bottom rung of the
ladder should first have received consid-
eration. The man getling the miserable,
paltry wage of 7s. 6d. per day should
have been given a rise firsl. The ques-
tion of holidays is also the cause of much
erievance amongst members of the force.
Other members of the serviee receive n
the way of holidays, in addition vo their
annnal leave of three or fonr weeks, all
public holidays and a considerable time
off in addition. for they wet from one
o’clock on Saturday until Monday morn-
ino: besides that, at the end of 10
yehr.-' they are entitled fo three months’
long leave. These privileges are not en-
joyed by members of the foree.  They

2}

are enhitled to tiee weeks in the year
and only three weeks. They work seven
days a week, with the exception of one
holiday in the month. and they alse work
on holidays. Tlis is a partienlar griev-
ance in the case of constables stationed
in remote places or in the out-back cen-
tres.  The matter has heen repeatedly
brought before the attention of the Com-
missioner, but he has refused to meet the
men. .\ constzble stationed in the North-
Waesi, say at Nullagine, would find his
three weeks holiday absolutely useless, as
it would take him something like the full
period to get to Port Hedland and back;
in other words, by the time he reached
Pant Hedland it would he necessary to
return to Nullagine in order to be back
at his post at the expiration of his leave.

The Minister for Works: He could
spend his holiday at Port Hedland.

Mr. COLLIER: Even if. he eonld gei
to Port Hedland there is not much in-
dueement for him to spend a holiday
there. What they have been asking for
is that their leave should be allowed o
accumuliate, and that at the end of, say,
4 vears they could come to Perth or to
some other civilized eentre. IF they were
to avail themselves of the regulation and
take ihe three weeks’ holiday every year
it wounld involve the depavtment in a
much greater expense than would the
taking of accumulated leave. A constable
would have to be sent to relieve the man
going on leave, and he would have to he
paid some 6s. per day travelling allow-
anee while going backwards and for-
wards. On the whole the expense would
be much greater than it would be if the
department allowed the leave Lo accumu-
late. Yet. T understand, the reruest has
heen refused on the seore of expense. it
seems to me A most reasonable request
that thev should be allowed at the end
of a period to enjay their holidays. Even
ihe eonstables stationed on our Eastern
voldfields do not alwavs avail themnselves
of (heir annual holiday, for the simple
reason that they have not sufficient
money for the purpnse. A bare wage of
75, Gd. dnes not allow them to save suffi-
¢ient money to take an annual holiday,
whiereas if the leave were allowed to ae-
cumulate it wonld he of some unse to
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them. I also wish to refer to the ques-
tion of appeals. At the present time a
constable charged with any offence has
the right to demand a board of inquiry.
I believe that in the Bill that has recent-
ly passed another House the Commis-
sioner has had cheek enough to introduce
some Bussian methods taking away from
the constable the right of appeal. Ii is
provided that in respect to any offence
believed to be not serious a board of in-
quiry 18 to be denied to the police. [
Just want to give an instance to the
Minister for Works of what sometimes
happens to constables charged with
offences. QOnly quite recently a detective
in the departmen{—personally 1 do not
koow him—was dismissed by the Com-
missioner for some reason which
appeared io the Commissioner sufficient.
That detective secured a board of in-
quiry; and the board of ingniry, after
investigating the case, decided to rein-
state the detective and to fine him £5.
Now there is a very great difference be-
tween fining a man £5 for an offence and
depriving him of his means of livelihood.
I am reminded that he was dismissed
within one month of being entitled to his
gratuity; he had only one month to serve
to complete 12 years’ service, yet in face
of that the Commissioper dismissed him
withont any consideration whatever. If
it bad not been that he was entitled to
demand a board of inquiry he would have
had no redress of any kind. Yet in the
Bill which we are presently to consider
the Commissioner proposes to take away
from the constable the right of appeal. I
am not going to say anything about the
manner in which these boards are some-
times appoinied. In other branches of
the serviee in all appeals the person
charged has the right to nominate one
member of the board of inquiry. But in
the Police Department the Commissioner
has the absolute and sole right to nomin-
ate whom he wishes. The constable may
objeet as mneh as he pleases, but he has
no redress, I know of cases where there
have been sitting on boards of inquirv
trying constables, close hlood relations
to the man whe laid the charge.  This,
too, notwithstanding the faet that the
eomsfable protested. Tn one instanee &
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constable said to the Commissioner, “You
ean appoint anyhody else you like, but [
consider I will not get justice if this man
be allowed to sit on the board.”” That
proiest went unheeded. The Commis-
sioner may appoint whom he wishes, And
it is Lo be remembered that the inspeet:
in charge of the distriet acts as prosecu-
tor in these inguiries, and it invariably
happens that another inspector sits on
the board. It muay be said that an iu-
spector from, say, Fremantle sitting on
the board has nothing to do with the
charge laid by an inspector from, say,
Kalgoorlie,. But we c¢annot shut our eyes
to the fact that there is a fraternal feel-
ing exisfing between these inspectors.
For the most part they have been in the
department for a number of years, and

at some pericd probably have been
closely  associated with each other.
And we have the one man sitting
to hear a charge laid by  his

brother offieer. T want to take this
opportunity of telling the Minister that
so far as T am concerned the Bill which
provides for the abolition of a board of
inquiry ut the Commissioner’s sweet will
is going lo have a very stormy passaze
through this Flouse. There is only one
other matter to which I wish to refer,
namely, fhe mistrnst that seems to pre-
vail with the Commissioner and other
superior officers as against the members
of the police forece. The wmen are
hemmed in by rules and regulations in
every possible direction. There are in all
some 708 regulations providing for the
conirnl of police constahles, It is
almost  impossible for a policeman to
look over his shoulder or to wink an eye-
lid without breaking a regulation. Many
of these regnlations interfere with a
man’s liberty in a degree that no indivi-
dual, be he commissioner or, T was goiug
to sav, king, should have the vight to dn,
Regulation 45, yeferring to an officer.
states—

““He will visit the stations, lockups.
watehhouses, stables, ete., in his dis-
irict as often as poseible at uncertain
times. He will see that thev are kept
clean and in proper order. He will
examine police quarters, horses, hed-
ding. furniture. stores, ete.”’



' [6 OcToBER, 1909.]

It iz to be noied that that regulation says
he shall examine police inarters, This
has been held to give him the right to
enter the inner rooms of the quarters of
married constables. He may go in at
uneertain hours.

The Minister for Works: Is he likely
to do so?

Mr. COLLIER: 1t is not what he is
likely to de. | eould give instances in
which it has been done. Yet T am 1ot
going 1o pgive the Minister information
which perhaps will make the life of some
constable even more miserable than it is
at the present hime. If 1 could give surh
mformation withaut injury to the men
concerned 1 would readily give it. The
thing has been dune.  And it must be ve-
membered that a constable stationed in
the country has to pay a rent of some
£20 for his premises. Why, then, should
an officer have the right to enter that
constable’s private apartments at any
hour of the day and night? Regnlation
91 says—

‘'He is to make an immediate re-
port of any man who absents himself
from parade or duty (unless illness is
the cause of such absence), or fromn
his quarters at night without leave.’”

1loes the Commissioner think he has an
army of criminals under him that they
must be continually spied upon and
watched not only during the time they
are on duty, bnt during sleeping hours
as well?7 Why shonld it be necessary?

The Minister for Works: Does the re-
gulation say ‘private dwelling?’’

My, COLLIER: He has not any pri-
vate dwelling. The regulation says
‘fquarters.”

The Minister for Works: Is “*quar-
ters’’ to be consirued iute ‘‘private
dwellings 7°°

Mr. COLLIER: Certainly; what e'se¢
are they? The quarters are the rooms in
which he lives. He is not Lo be allowed to
absent himself from parade or duty, or
from his quarters at night withoui leave
—aquarters here meaning wherever he is
living and sleeping. He must first of all
get the permission of an officer to leave.
Another regulation says he is nof allowed
te have any friend in his quarters with-
out permission. So. before e can leave
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to see a friend or have a friend visit him
Le must have pearmission.

Mr. Walker: That regulation would
serve to Keep out his mother-in-law.

Mr. COLLIER : That is the only merit
the regulation possesses. Regulation 92
is the gem of the lot. It says—

*\When any constable or sub-ofiicer
fails to altend a station at the proper
time for duty, sending a medical certi-
ficale in explanaiion, the sub-officer in
charge of the station should proceed to
visit him without delay (unless he has
gone to an hospital) and =obmit a re-
port on his condilien.”

In the first place he prodnces a mwedieal
certificale. But this is not sufficient for
the police force. They must send an offi-
cer o report on his condition. Is that
oflicer going to examing him and decide
for himself as to whether or not the con-
stable is fit for duty? And supposing the
officer deeides that he is fit for duty, which
is to prevail. the report of the officer or
the medieal certificate? Why lhe abhsurd-
ity of the thing amounts to & satire on the
medical fraternity. The certificate of a
medical man is not going to he accepted
until an officer also goes along and
examines the patient and certifies to the
fact that he is not able to work. There
are dozens of regulations of that kind.
T will just read one other. 1t is Rexula-
tion 297 and it runs as Follows:—

‘“A member of the force is lLiable
to dismissal from the service, or other
punishment, for getting married with-
vul the permission of the Commis-
sioner.”
I want to know what vicht has the Cowm-
missioner to choose any man's wife for
him 7

Mr, Taylor: He is not a bad judge.

Mr. COLLIER : There is a danger that
if the Commissioner for the time being
happens to have an eye for a pretly wo-
man. there may be oceasion lo vealise to
the tull the widow hidden in the old
music-hall  song  “Never introduee your
donah to a pal” The Commissioner
might take the girl from him. [ waul to
ask, what moral or legal right has the
Commisgioner to say that any man shall
not marry without his permission.  The
whole thing is absurd. Xo one shoyld he



858 [ASSEMBLY.]

obliged to obtain permission from his MOTION —PRISON AND LUNACY
“hoss” for the time being, to marry. EMPLOYEES, APPEAL,
There are regulations that provide that a Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle)
constable may not keep a goat or fow! ) oved—

without the permission of his senior ofli-
cer. Constables are hemmed in by regu-
lations which should only prevail in »
country like Russia. They do not ohlain
in connection with the police force in any
of the other States. I wish to say in con-
clusion that an inquiry is necessary in
this department. The possibilities of re-
form have been exhausted year affer
year when discussing the question on the
Estimates, and it seems to me that
nothing short of a thorough searching
inquiry will bring into existence a state
of contentment in the police force and
remove many of the grievances the con-
stables labour under at the present time,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon,
F. Wilson) : T move—

That the debate be adjourned,

Motion put, and a division taken wiih
the following result:—

Ayes .- .. .. 19
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority for .. .. 1
AYES.
Mr. Butcher Mr. Keenan
Mr. Carzon Mr. Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davles Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Oshorn
Mr. George Mr. J. Price
Mr. Gordon Mr. ¥. Wilson
Mr, Hayward Mr. Layman
Mr. Jacoby {Teller).
Noes.
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr. W. Price
Mr. Boelton Mr. EScaddan
Mr. Colller : Mr. Swan
Mr. Gil Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gourley Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heltmaon Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson Mr. Ware
Ar. MeDowall Mr. Troy
{Tclier).
Mation  thus passed: the debate ad-

Journed.

That i the opinion of ihis House
the same right of appeal should be
allowed to employees in the Prison and
Luwnacy Departments as is granied to
railway employers and other public
servants.

For many years the officers or servants
engaged in the prisons and asylums were
under the same eonditions as other offi-
cers in the public service. Previous to
the passing of the Public Service Aeot of
1904 the officers were under similar con-
ditions to other servants, but there were
certain provisions in the Aet which gave
the Governor-in-Couneil power to exempt
certain officers from the provisions of the
Act.  For some considerable time this
matter was under consideration, and n
Angust, 1906, steps were taken by the
Governor-in-Counell to remove a nomber
of persons engaged as warders in the
gaols, and attendants in the asylnm, from
the provisions of the Aect. Tt did not
apply to all officials. Certain warders
still remained under the provisions of the
Aet, also cerfain asylvm attendants. He
thought the warders and head attend-
ants and narses were still kept under the
provisions of the Publie Service Act of
1904. Seeing the nature of their em-
ployment, and ihe condittons under which
these officinls were engaged, they should
Lave the same rights and privileges, and
should he placed under the same condi-
tions ns others emploved in the service
of the Governmeni. The railway ser-
vants had the right of appeal given to
them if they were dissatisfied with any
action taken. Then again, there was the
right of appeal given to any person em-
ployed under the Public Serviee Aect.
Then there was a sort of appeal, though
it did not wvive complete satisfaction, in
the police department.  Therefore the
only public servants of a permanent na-
ture who did not have the right of ap-
peal were those employed in the prisons
and the lunatie asylum. Oceasinnally, as
far as the prisons were conecerned, if a
serious offence was committed, inquiry
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was made, but the general right of appea)
was denied. These officers bad heen
removed from the Public Service Aet,
and were under the complete control of
the officer who engaged them., For a long
time Ministers had been pestered with
questons dealing with the regulations vn-
der which these persons were working, as
to their honrs of lahour, or rather the
confinemenf, which those engaged in the
prisens had to put up with previsus to
entering on what were called their hours
of labour. For some years scarcely a
segsion of Parliament went by without
Ministers being pestered with questions
on this subjeet, and if there was dissatis-
faction, and oflicers had the right of put-
ting their cases before an appeal board.
there was the possibility of any grievance
being removed on appeal. Then in regard
to promotion, there were persons whose
service was riot so long as others, who
were promoted over their seniors. Seni-
ority had entirely been pnt on one side
and officers promoted over the heads of
others whe had not served such a long
term, although senior officers were quite
as competent, and had carried out their
work satisfactorily in the past, If these
officers had the right of appeal a good
deal of the dissatisfaction existing would
have been removed. In the asvlum the
officials were under a different system
from thalt obtaining in gaols. The
attendants were engaged at first at
a very low salary, and they had
to put in three years before they
were able to take up their duties.
A good deal of their spare time
had to he given up in looking into the
system of management, dealing with vari-
ous portions of their work, and in carry-
ing ount their arduous duties, becanse all
would agree that those engaged in the
asylum had not the hest jobs in the warld.
A great deal of responsibility was cast
on their shonlders, and they had to pay
attention to details.  Thesze officials had
for three vears to go under a course of
training and at the end of fthree years.
if qualified, thev obtained a certificate of
competenev: then they were c¢onsidered
full attendants. The three vears. which
they had to pui in, were almost wasted
—three vears, as far as the outside work
132}

859

was coneerned.  During his fime they
had to stndy the system, and they were
at the whim of any officer who might
dismisz them at a moment’s notice,

The Attorney Genernl: Not of any
officer.

AMr. ANGWIN: The officer in charge
for the time heing. We must venlise that
the oflicer in eharge, nine times out of
ten, had to rely on those under him.

The Attornev (teneral: The appeal
board. equally with the medical officer.
would have to rely upon evidence.

Mr. ANGWTN: At the present time
not one of these ofticers had an oppor-
tunity to appeal against any decision, hut
if a board were appointed he would he
allowed tu give evidence on his own be-
half and perhaps he able to eall witnesses.

The Attorney General: Do you surgesi
that the medical superintendent does not
give a man 2 hearing before dismissing
him?

Mr. ANGWIN: The medieal superin-
tendent was the judge. To show the neces-
sily for an appeal hoard some time ago
several asvlum aftendants were fined
heavily. At that time the superintendent
was away on a holiday but when he re-
turned he went into the whole matter and.
realising that an injustice had been done,
reduced the fines ennsiderably. This show-
ed that if the nurses had the right to ap-
peal to an independent person they would
be much more fairly treated. The medical
superintendenrt and his officers eame un-
der the Public Sevvice Act and therefore
these working under them shonld have the
same tights of appeal. While it was re-
eoenised that those holding positions of
chief warder, medical officer, or chief at-
tendant, had the right to appeal under the
Public Serviee Act the House should al-
low those emploved ander such officers to
have fhe same right. A request in this di-
rection had been made for some years
past and if it were aceeded to, the tend-
ency would not be in any way to injure
the diseipline of the gaols and asylums.
The fendeney would in faet be rathor
the veverse. for the officers would be
made more careful.

The Minister for Works: Tt hLas not
heen found so tn the other States.
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Mr. ANGWIN: 1t would assist tliose
in control o have proper supervision.
Some time ago o nurse in the Coolgardie
hospital was dismissed by the medical
officer; an inyuiry was held by the Pub-
lie Service Commissioner—this was prev-
fous to 190G—and thal officer found that
it was the medieal officer who was wrong.
"The nurse was reinstated and subsequently
filled the position of matvon in one of Lhe
couniry hospitals, That showed clearly
that if the officials had the right given
them to appeal if would he the means of
assisting fhe senior officers in carrying
oni their arduons duties in the way they
should. Surely Ministers did not wish
members of Parliament to he bothered
with questions ot this kind, affeeting the
public sevvice, but s long as the present
system existed complainis would be ve-
ceived by members. The present position
wag that a person employed by v private
employer had a fav hetter chance of gel-
ting justiee than one employed in a Gov-
ernment department which was under the
charge of a civil servant.

The Attorncy General: Why?

Mr. ANGWIN: Because a private em-
ployer was more sympathetic and would
consider the past services of the man,
wlhereas a public servant on many ocea-
sionis would rvise in his dignity and refuse
that justice to whieh the man under him
was entitled. Therc were numerous in-
stanees of this, During the recent absence
an leave of Dr. Montgomery a mood deal
of dissatisfaction existed in the asylun.
Many fines had been imposed which, in
the opinion of some of the men, ware
harsh and unjust, It was to be hoped that
when the doctor went into these eases he
would see that azain during his abszence
unjust fines had been imposed and that
he wounld reduee them. The salavies of
emplovers in the caolk and asvlums were
not very hizh and ihe institutions were
managzed very cheaply, the ecost in fact
comparing very favourably with ihat in
any ather part of the world. That showed
elearly the kind of officers emploved there
and that the good vesults followed (he
work, not anly of ihoese in eharge, hut of
every officer fram top te hotiom,  The
worlk perfuimed by the officials was of
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anything but a pleasamd ehavacter and we
should do all poessible to make their ease
easier, and give them the right to bring
any grievance they suffeved from bef we
the nppeal board,

Mr. FOULKES {(Claremont) : It was
known that for some {ime past there had
been dissatisfaction on the part of the
staff engaged in the asyvlum and that there
hiad been a great deal of diffieulty on the
part of Lhe superintendent 1o obtain men
suitable for the work on which they were
employed. Certainly that work was very
disagreeable, and did not appeal to many
people.  Assuredly the Minister in ebarge
of these two departments should desire
to make the lives of these men as light
and attractive as possible. All were anxi-
ous that those afflicted mentally shoald
receive all possible attention, nnd if they
were to reeeive that, it was of the utmost
importanee that the men and women who
had teo wait on lhe patients shounld be
of the hest charaeter. Tt was Lo be hoped
the Ministry would agree to the propesal
made and grant the privilege asked for.
So far as the Railway Department were
concerned the board had been a most ma-
terial factor in the welfare of the slaff,
for the men felt more secure and knew
there was no ehanee of theiv being harshly
treated by theiv supervior officers, as at
all times they had the rvight of appeal.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): There was
no great objection to his mind to ihe
same rule of an appeal board being
made to apply tu all seetions of *he

Public  Service. However. he yose
to speak owing to the remarks made
by the member for Clavemont wim
seemed to think that the heads of

the Railway Department were inechued
lo he swaved more by representations
made to them Ly subordinate officers than
they were by any sense of justice.

Mr, Foulkes: That was nol my mmeaning.

Mr. GEORGE: That was 1he meaning
of what the lon. member =ptd, but il he
did not mean that ir was a wood thing.
No member eonld speak wilth more aulho-
rity on that point than he (Mr. George),
For he had spent five years at the head of
the department, and could assure the
House, would give his wmd of honour,
that after eoing throush hundreds and
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hondreds of easts in thé depariment he
kpew that in nearly every instance, if not
in every instance, he had found a desire
vo the part of the heads to try and get at
the really Fair, equitable basig of the whola
matter.

Mr. Swan: The subordinate officers do
not know much about equity.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member occu-
pied a position in the department but it
was doubtful whether that position gave
bim an opportunity of sitting in any judi-
cial capacity. 1f an appeal vourl was
granted that should settle ihe matter.
There was an appeal eourt in the Railway
Department., At first he (Mr. (George)
sat on it and be tried in he just and fair.
He may have erred—it was natural for
anyone to err—but he tried to he fair. A
good many people believed he succeeded.
After a while the duiles of the position
became Ina burdensome and an appeal
board was formed. It consisted of an in-
dependent president. one representative of
the department, and a representative of
the men. Oune wonld have thouzhi that a
tribunal like that, giving a decision in a
case, the matter would have ended there,
but there were numerons instances where
appeals were afterwards made to the
Commissioner to reopen proceedings be-
cause the persons enncerned thought they
would zel hetter jnstice. If the archives
of the Railway Departmenl could he
opened there would he fonnd hundreds of
letters from people who were not safis-
fiell wiih the appeal hoard deeistons.

Mr. Heitmann: They might bave done
the same if you had heard the appeals.

Mv. GEORGE: Possibly; no ene was
salisfied 1f puunished. The hon. member
might carry his memory hack to the time
when as a schoolboy he gol a lathering,
and be had te put np with that punish-
ment, If we granied this appeal hoard,
its decision should be made final. Theve
should not be an appeal hevond the ap-
peal board, or an appeal to memnbers of
Parliament fo bring pressure 10 hear to
alter the deeisions miven. TE it was right
to have an appeal board its decision should
he final.

Mr. Seaddan: The railway appeal
hoard’s decisions are alway= arvepted as
final.
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My, GEORGYE: The point was that the
decisions of an appea) board shonld be
regarded as absolutely final, Tf not we
were going to have what would he nothing
else but o regular farce, and these appeal
hoard investigations would he merely a
means to try and set information from
both czides with the object of using it in
the enze of a further appeal. Was that
not rather playing Lhe ool with the busi-
uess? If there was an appeatl hoard and
there were men on it who eould he
trusted, their decisions should be finul
We should not have ihis twopenny-
halfpenny business of members of Par-
liwraent interviewing Ministers, gelting
the papers and files, and securing infor-
mation from them for the purpose of
another appeal.

My, Seaddan: That is ihe ease where
the department lins refuged to aeeept the
Judgmeni of the appenl hoard.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon, gentleman
could speak according (o his knowledge:
he (Mr. Gieorge) was speaking aceording
to his »wn knowledge and experience, and
things were more likely to come under
his notice than the notiee of the hon. mem-
ber. Tlon. memhers showld understand
what Le was {rvine to drive at, that was
that it there were to be appeal hoards,
appellants shonld vespect the deeision
given. and onee the deeision was given
no one should go behind it and endeavoar
to wet some olher hodx o npset it. Ques-
tions that might ¢ome up might involve
a penally of 32 or 10s. or some other
little matter.

Mir. Seaddan: It is not a little matfer
to a man getting f=. a day.

Mr. GEORGE: Wage the hon. member
aware of the fael that lhose who were
running big eoncerns had their time fully
taken up in fulfilling theiv trust to the
State without having to deal with ques-
tiong of a {nvial nature? We kpew wall
that some people suffered injostice and
had to sit down upon it. 1n the Railway
Depariment there was an appesl hoard
and  vet  linudreds of men. during his
term of office. appealed 1n him as Com-
missioner 10 take up their cazes. What
the House should de in connection with
the motion moved by the member for
Eost Freinantle was that if it acreed tn
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grunt him av appeal board, these inter-
ested should play the part of men, and
respect flie decisions that might he given
by it. If the appeal board that might he
vonstifnted was not good we should take
it in haud and establish an appeal board
whose decisions could be respected.

Mr. Whalker: We cannot get an infal-
lible board.

Mr. GEORGTE: The numher of infal-
lible men in this world was limited. He
(Mr. George) conld see only one at that
moment, if he had a mirror before
him he might he able to see another. If
llie Yonse determined to grani the request
of the hon. member, members should see
ihat the decisions thal wmight be given
were final.

Myr. GILL (Balkatta): The member
for Murray had put forward reasons
for the establishment of an =appeul
board such as had been advocaied
by the member for Bast Fremantle.
Seeing that we had already cstah-
lished the prineiple in the public ser-
vice and the Railway Department, ‘he
motion should commend iiself to the
Minister. We had aceepted the principle
in the publie service, consequently it
would be a fair proposition for the Miui-
ster to aceept it with regard to the de-
partments mentioned in the motion, the
prisons and the lonacy. The remarks of
the member for Murray, which wonld
appeal to wembers most, were those in
connection with the aceeptance of a de-
eision of the appeal board. and membars
wonld be pleased that the hon. gentlem:n
was so emphatic with regard to the ques-
iion. Of course the hon. member was
now in the position to stand by and tell
other people what they shonld do. As
one of those who represented the men on
the railway appeal board when il was
first established, he (Mr. Gill) knew of
several decisions arrived at, and there
were three or fonr uthers since he had
severed his eonnection with the railway
service, (hat had not been earried into
effeet by the Railway Department.

Mr. George: You should have let wme
knwe about it.

Mr. GILI.: Tihe Commissioner must
have known ahont it. The first ease that
veeurverd to his memory (it was nearly
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$IX years ago) was that of a man who
was dismissed from the Railway Deparvt-
ment and of course that dismissal mat
with the approval of the Commissioner.
The Commissioner shonld not be blamed
for that becanse he took the recommenda-
tion of the officers and did not have time
to go into details. This was & wages
man,

Mr. George: 1 had uothing to do with
wiges men,

My, GILL:: This man was dismissed
and be appealed. The appeal board de-
cided that he should he veinstated, and
he was reinstated as the charge against
him could not be proved. That man was
reinstated, but what did the department
do? The department took him back into
the service and packed bim away to ithe
hack ¢ountry where they knew the man
wanld not go. That was the manner in
whieh the deecisions of the appeal hoard
were earvied out in many instances. The
member for Murray evidently did not
know all that was going on in the Rnil-
way Department. Fowever, there was
no desire at rthal stage to go info e
qitestion of the management of the Raii-
way Department.

The Minister for Works: Where was
he working?

Mr. GILT.: At Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: Was he not
liable to removal?

Mr. GILI: Yes, bul not through the
decision of the appeal hoard. The board
deeided thal he must be veinstated and
the veport goi ont that the Conunissioner
had said he would not reinstate the man
despife all the appeal boards. The fact
remained that the man was not reinstated
at Fremantle: e was sent as far as the
department eould send him to the Souib-
West. That was not the.spirit in which
the appesl hoavd was established; the
man should have heen pul back into his
former position.

Mr. George: 1 should like io see the
papers in e¢onnection with that.

Mr. GTLL: No doubt the papers weri
available. With vegard to the establish-
ment of an appeal board in eonneetinn
with the prisons and lnnacy departmenls
it would give a ereat amount of satisfac-
tion, and despite all (hat had been said
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by ibe member for Murray as to the
ereat number of letters asking for aj-
peals to be reopened, the appeal board in
the Railway Department was one of the
finest institutions connected with thai
braneh of the State service in the way of
giving contentment to the men. Having
eome into eontaei with a great number
of men who had oceasion to appear be-
fore the appeal board, whether the deci-
sions had been in their favour or against
them. it had been found that these deei-
sions bad heen aecepted always withont
demuyr.

The Minister for Wurks: s the appeat
bonrd costly?

My, (GILL: The cost of the appeal
board is trivial. Mr. Roe was one of the
members of the railway appeal board,
the department was represented by Mr.
Hope. and the men were represented Ly
one of the wages staff, and this man,
while serving on the board. was simply
paid his wages.

The Minister for Works: What aboat”

the witnesses?

Mr, GILT.: The board had the right to
say who should pay the costs of the in-
quiry. If the inquiry were a frivial one
the Act provided that the appellant
should pay the costs if the case went
againsl him, but generally speaking the
eosls were not heavy. The hon. member
for Murray would bhear out that state-
ment.

Mr. Gevrge:
heavy.

Mr. GILL: It we could onlty establish
the samie thing with regard to the prisons
and ather institutions it would tend (o
the better performance of the duties of
the people engaged in Lhese hranches of
the service.

(Sittimg suspeaded  from 6.15 1o 7.530
p.m.)

Mr. GILI.: There wax one aspect of
the «question which the Attorney General
did aot grasp. namely. the reason for an
appeal board.  Natnrally the Minisier
would ack himself why an appeal board
should be necessary to deal with Govern-
ment servanis when it wuz not provided
in eonnection with a private firm. 11 was
a diffieull question fo answer. bhut the Faet
rentained rhar in the Government serviee

No.
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for one veason or another very wany in-
Justices oceurred. Oftentimes things of a
very trivial nature were dealt with in a
serious manner, and this inflieled great
hardships on some of the men. For that
veason it had been found uevessary in
some depariments, particularly in  the
Railway Department, to esiablish an ap-
peal bhoard, 'To give an instanee wbich
might appeal to the Minister, there was
the case of an officer who was reporied as
having commiitled some offence and who
was fined a day’s pay. This had been pre-
vious to the establishment of the appeal
board. The officer was given no oppor-
tunity whatever of appealing. He cer-
tainly had heen asked why a cerlain thing
had ocenrred and had explained that so
tar as he was concerned he knew nothing
whatever ahout i, But the verdict had
come down from ihe oflice that he was to
e fined one day's pay. And to this had
heeu added the caution that if a similar
ease were to oerur again  his  Serviees
would be dispensed with. What he (Mr.
Gill) had told the Flouse was a positive
faet, and he was in a position {o say that
the olficer was no more guilty of the of-
fence thar any wmember of the Iouse.
And this was only one of many such
cases. He was given to understand that
the same thing was oceurring {o-day in
other departments. That being so, was it
nol only just that soine tribunal should be
sel up to ensure justice being deall ont to
the men? That was all the men were ask-
ing for. The principie had been found to
answer admirally in (ke railway service,
ad he had nno doubt that il would give
every satisfaction in the departmenis
alluded to in the motion. Tt would ereate
n sense of eonteniment in  the service.
which wounld henefit the State generally.
He hoped the Minisier would consider it
favourably and eonsent to the establish-
ment of an appeal hoard.

Mr. DAGLISH (Subiaco) supported
the motion for the reason that it was in
the interests of the public service itself,
and in the interests, not only of the men
engaged in these differeni depariments,
but of the officers in charge. Power of dis-
missing or refusing to dismiss any man
against whom a charge was made was too
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large a power altogether to give to any
individual, himself a publie servant. I
wonld be regarded by the House as an
outrage if any hon. member brought for-
ward a proposition that either the In-
spector General of the Insane or the
Superintendent of Prisons should be en-
tirely at the mercy of any one individual
—that anyone should have the right ab-
solntely to dismiss either of those officers.
Sorely then it was reasonable that the
same principle should be applied to the
snbordinates, Even though the functions
he was called upon to perform might not
be of high importanee every man had
equal right to consideration with the offi-
cer in charge of his department so long
as his doties were well discharged. Re-
cently he (Mr, Daglish) had had ocea-
sion to bring under the notiece of the Min-
ister the case of a man who had been dis-
missed from the Innatic asylum at Clare-
mont. This man had complained of having
been dismissed withont inguiry; and al-
though it had been held by the Inspector
(ieneral of the department that the mam
was not gqualified to retain his employ-
ment, at the same time he was allowed to
eontinne for seven weeks in his position
hefore the dismissal was put into effeci.
Tn other words, after he had been found
fo be unfit to retain his office he had heen
given all the responsibilities of that office
and all the opportunities, whatever they
might have heen, of doing wrong, for no
Jess a peried than seven weeks.

The Attorney General: Was it not
longer? Becanse before he was found to
he unfit he had all these epportunities.

Mr. DAGLISH: That was so, but the
point was that after having been found
to he nnfit he had still been allowed to re-
iain his emploviment for another seven
weeks. If he reallv had heen unfit. then
ubviously it was improper to retain him
for seven weeks afterwards. However,
while the man had made one statement to
himi (M1, Daglich). the Minister, on the
vase being referred to him, had produced
a tolully different stafement made on he-
half of the department. Omne of the iwo
sfalements was, of enurse, unirne. The
one had been made hy the Tospector
Geueral and the other by the dismissed

of course was not
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employee; and in that ease the Inspec-
tor General had been practically both ac-
enser and judge. That was the positios
which had been filled in the past by the
Superintendent of Prisons in respect v
the prison warders and hy the Inspector
General of Tnsane in respect to the em-
ployvees at the lnoatie asylnm.

The Attorney General: But if vou dis-
miss a clerk in your employ there is nno
talk of appesl.

Mr. DAGLISH: Tt was scavcely rea-
sonable to compare an employee in the
publie service with an employee of a pri-
vate irm. The conditions were not at alt
the same. In the first place the man who
employed a elerk or any other employee
in private serviee found the money and
profited or lost by the manuer in which
the employee discharged his duties. And
that private employer was himself the
sole sufferer if he got rid of a good man
or retained a bad one in his employ. This
the case in regard to
the public serviee, and it could not be
alleged that any monetary loss was sut-
fered by the Superintendent of Prisons
if he were to lose an officer competent to
carry out his work, or were to retain the
services of an inferior man. That very
essential made the private employer tho-
roughly qualified to form a judgment.
His personal interests, his pocket—whieh
after all got more eonsideration probably
than any higher interesti—took the risk
and got the benefit or suffered the loss as
the result of any action in this regard.
But it was to be remembered that the
Minister would not take np the same
position in regard io a higher officer.
Under the Mublie Service Act a judge
had heen placed over the officers in the
publie service; but those officers had been
given the right to appeal against that
jodge.  Again, in the Railway Depart-
ment, there had been estahlished an offi-
cer with very large powers; bul in order
that those powers might be properly cx-
ereised the subordinate had the right of
appeal. The right of appeal was either
a right jostified by the Minister. or a
right econdemned by the Minister. TIf it
were justifiable why limit if to the ril-
way officers and to classifiet publie ser-
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vants? Why give it to the pulice and
refuse it to the empluyees in the prisons
and asylums? If it were a right prin-
ciple then it should not be limited at all;
while on the other hand if it were a bad
prineiple it should oot be allowed to con-
tinne. The employees to be found in the
asyloms and in the prisons shoanid be
krented just the same as all other em-
plovees in the Guvernment service. Tt
wus nol in the inievests of the higher
otficials to give them oo mueh power in
this respeect, nor did it make for the best,
administration of the institutions eon-
cerned. It was 1o rthe disadvaniage of
ihose higher officialz that they should he
forced to. at times, lake the very bread
away from their emplovees, 1L was on
these principles he submitted that
the motion was tair and reasonable. He
wonld like to see both classes of officers
allwded to in the motion inecluded in the
Public Service Ac¢t. He did not know
why they had been omitted. nor could he
see why a man who drove a pen should
he mere favonrably treated than a man
employed as a warder or attendant, He
would have heen pleased if the wem-
her for Easl Fremanéle had gone a little
further in his motion. But if thesc men
were not te be brought under the provi-
siong of the Public Service Acl. at all
events he wounld ask that the sinall measure
of justice demanded should he extended
to them. 1t was to he remembered that
the motion was not. asking that any in-
efficient individual should be allowed te
remain in the puoblie service, or that any
privilege should be extended to anybody
at all. Tt wos merely asking that before
heing punished on the score of auy charge
preferred against them. these officers
shonld have a fair hearing. Only a week
awo he (Mr. Daglish) had brought before
the House a case in which a man from
one of these departments had not been
viven a hearing. The case was one in
which gross injustice had heen perpetra-
ied upon an officer previously emploved
in one of these departments, [t was not
pleasant (o think that it was =till possible
that similar  injustice ight bhe perpe-
trated in the service. He did not know
.whether the Minizter iutended to oppose
the mation or to support it, but he would
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ask that the Minister should not bring
forward any objection that carried no
great weight. While he was particularly
desirous of supporting the motion so far
as the attendants at the asylum were eon-
cerned. he would like to see its scope
widened 30 as to include not only the at-
iendants at the lunatic asylum and the
warders at the gaol, but also those em-
ployved at the Old Men's Depot at Clare-
mont whoe were praetically working under
the same conditions. He trusted the Min-
istry would have no objeetion to the mo-
tion.

On motion by the Minister for Works
dehate adjourned.

Motions  inteyrupted by  Standing
Orders.
RESOLUTION—8TANDING ORDERS

AMENDMENT., LAPSED BILLS

Order of the Day vead for the considera-
tion of Legislative Couneil’s Message ask-
ing coneurrenge in the following resolu-
Lion: =“That for the greater expedilion
of publie husiness it is desivable, in the
opinion of this House. that Standing Or-
ders he adopted by ihis House similar to
thuse in force in the Conmmonwealth Seu-
ate. provilding that the eonsideration of
lapsed Bills may he vesumed al the stage
reached by such Bills duving the preced-
hg =ession.”

The MINISTER
woved—

That the Order be postponed.

Mr, DAGLISH: This malter might he
nuule the snbject of a report by the Stand-
ing Ovders Committee. 1t would he bet-
ter for it to come hefore the House on the
recommendation of the Stauding Orders
{'ommitiee than tn he considered shraight
off as a suggestion from annther place.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member moved in that direction
{here would be no abjeetion.

Motion withdrawn,

Mr. DAGLISH moved—

That the consideration of the Legis-
lative Cowncil's Messaye he referred to
the Standing Orders Committer.

rOR  WORKS

Question passed.
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MOTION—-IMMIGRATION
SYSTEM.
Yo inquire as to effect.

Debate resumed from the 9th Septem-
ber on the motion of Mr. Daglish: “That
a select eommittee be appointed Ly in-
vestigate the effect of the present immi-
gration system upou land seitlement and
upon the condilion of workers in the
towns of the State.”

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ilon.
J. Mitehell) ;: T have listened with interest
to the speeches delivered on this question
by hon. members, and I fail to see that
any good reason has been made out as to
why we shonld agree to the appointiment
of a select committee. We all agree that
it is a guestion of the uimost importance,
every member favours the bringing in of
people. We all know that we must have
populaticn if we are to do anything with
the State. We all agree that we should
wet people ovn the land, and it is alse
agreed that people should only come in
For that purpose. [ think it is better that
all who come in should come here with the
object of settling on ibe land, and 1 am
saure the officers in London do their best
to send vut only people who will become
settlers. The Government have done their
hest to bring in people to settle them on
the lands of the State. There is no doubt
abont that, Some few have drified into
the towns it is true; that will always be
the case; but if all these people have gone
on the land it must make some additional
work for the people who come to the
towns. It has been said that these people
have filled places previously filled by our
own tradesmen, and it is reasonable o
suppose that this is so. When these peo-
ple come out, naturally it is with the idea
of beconsing farmers, but when they go
down {o that beautiful country repre-
=ented by the member for Forrest, and
thev find they have to move all those big
trees before they can become settlers, they
are readily persnaded that it is easier for
them to become workers on the timber
mills, or timber hewers; so it is quite pos-
«ible these men do drift away from their
orizinal purposes, becanse I believe they
all leave Eugland believing that they will
hecome suecessful settlers, and it is true
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that the vonditivhs existing here are n-u
understood by thege intending immigranss,
However, if livn, members can supply us
with the names of those people who have
taken this work, then we will have som-
thing te go on.

Mr. Gill: You know that there are !5
it the Government workshops.

The MINISTER IFOR LAXDS: Theve
are a few of those who have been hrought
in who have drifted to the cities, but some
of our own people who set out to hecome
farmers have drifted back inio the eities.
Probably that is the curse of Australia.
Many people are compelled to live in the
cities, Fifty members of this Housc
live in Perth. These 30 would probably
like to go on the land, bat are, as members
of Parliament, compelled to live in Perih,
Probably it is the same with these people.
For reasons over which they have no cou-
trol they are perhaps obliged to live down
here. But is it not a fact that the greal
majority, praetically the whole of these
immigrants, do go on the land in some de-
uree, some as owners, others to work for
Farmers? I admit quite frankly that
few of them find work down in the City,
and that a few of them find work in the
country towns, hut after all are we not tu
risk something? Members admit that
these people should come in to compete
with our own farm workers, and it is
conceivable that if a large number of pen-
ple are brenght in ta 61 up the empty
spaces in this land of ours we are bound,
in order to make the City, to bring in
people to settle in the City. However,
for the woment we are honestly endea-
vouring to bring in people to settle on
the land. We are honestly endea-
vouring to give every man an opporin-
nity of becoming a farmer,

Mr. Underwood: Yes, on low wages.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
believe the member for Pilbara has be-
come n farmer. We are honestly endea-
vouring to make farmers not only of
those who éome in, but of the other people
who ave here. and who are willing to take
the risk of making a living on the land.

Mr. Dagzlish: Are you opposing the ns-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: Yes,
U think it is quite unnecessary ; T think no
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case has been made out in support of the
appointment of a select comwmittee. In
any eveni T wish to say the Government
are deing tbeir very best to settle the
people on the land. There has heen some
criticisi in regard lo the Tands Depart-
ment. bat it ix easy to eriticise, it is easv
ta say the officers are not doing their
dury, that they show no interest in the
people brought here, and that they set
them on some ungenerous hit of land
where they must fail.

Mr. Taylor: Ti is alsv ynite easy tu
prove it in some instances.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ttis
easy to prove failure everywhere. Lt is

easy to show that some people fail; it
would he strange if they did uot; but the
percentage of failures on the land is much
less than in the ordinary oceupations of
lite. Tt does not prove the system is
wrony becanse a few of those who came
ont {0 hecome farmers allegedly dvift
back to ihe cities.
Mr. Hudson : What is the system?

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: We
endeavowr Lo hring out English-speaking
people from the vld country who will he-
come settlers. We endeavowr to get men
of expericie to settle on the waste lands
aof the State. I wish to say just a word
in connection with our syvstem of land set-
tlement. and I think members will see
there is ne reason why these men when
ther come ont shonld not become suceess-
ful settlers; hecause, notwithistanding any-
thing said to the contrary, cvery help =
given to these men to berome Ffarmers.
We do not wait them in the eity, we want
thein on {he land. just ax we want the
people of the State to becowe settlers.

Me. Taylor: Bur you are giving them
the preteience.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 ex-
pecred to hear thai. Tt is not the ease.
1 the hon, member will go to the Lands
Office to-morrow morning I will see that
he gets a hlock of land the same as the
athers. The svstem of land settlement
means that if a man desires to hecome a
zettler he ¢an beeome one withont mimeh
ireuble and with very little capital. The
svstem i to survey hefore seleetion to a
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great extent. Not only do we survey
the eountry bul we put in railways, make
roads, provide water supplies for the
people, and advanee them money Erom
the Apgricultural Bank. 1 have here a
small plan showing the system existing
now, and it is made clear by the plan o
those people who desire lo take up a
block exactly what money they will re-
ceive, if they take it up, as an advance
from the Agricultural Bank. Herc is a
deseription of a block at Kodj Kodjin,
against which the Bank were willing to
advance £500. The block has been sold,
hut there are many others available. A
day or two ago a survey was eompleted
of 90,000 acres to the north of Keller-
berrin, while every day surveyors send
in plans of the blocks they have ent wp.
This system ix a comparatively new oue,
as il is vnly three or four months since
it was instituted. In a week or two there
will be a large number of bloeks surveyed
and awaiting the inspeetion of the Agri-
cultural Bauk officials. There is Iand in
the South-West suitable for potaloes,
dairying, fruit-growing, and intense enl-
tivation, and only to-day 23 bloeks were
thrown open; eaeh of these bloeks will
have set against il on the plan the
wnonnl the Agrieultural Bank will be
prepared lo advapee on it.  All Lhis is
being doue for the people who eome here
in order that they may be encouraged to
o on the land when they arvive. If a
man eannol hecome a farmer under this
system 1t would he better for hin io re-
main in the uld country. Something has
heen said in regard to the ease of Mr.
Charteris. I do not know if the T.eader
of the Opposition intended to saddle the
Lands Department with Lhe responsi-
bility of this man’s failure. A\ any
rate. the faet i= Ihal Mr. Charteris ae-
rived here and three or four days after-
wards touk up some land. and the result
wae  disastrous. 1 helieve. if lLe had
sougltt the advice of the responsible otfi-
cers as soon as he arrived he would have
hecome a suceessful settler. The Govern-
ment were not responsible for that fail-
ure, for they would have been delighted
te have provided that man with o block
of land under the system 1 have just ex-
plained.
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My, Bath: The Government were 1o
blame for misleading him in the old
country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [
think it would be difficuli for the hon.
member to prove that he was misled
there.  Fle might vead up the actual facts
of the ease.

Mr. Heitmmann: Send him Home and he
will find out the faets.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
would be glad to do thal, and the hon.
member who interjected might go with

him. The case of Mr. Charteris was a
very unfortunate one, because he had
the makings of a good settler.  Then

ihere was the Sturman ease: he selected
land on the Mavgaret River, Huve was
the case of a man who seleeted a home-
stead farm before the land was sorveved.
He went on it and did some work
there, and it was found ont subsequently
that the position of his bluck way wot
acenvate and he was moved. The sue-
veyar was lold to do the best he could
{o fix Mr. Sturman up.  The settler weir
there with several relatives, but they lefi
the locality and he found it diffieult 1o
stay there by himself =0 far from other
settlers. | helieve he eame to Perth and
made a selection of land near the City.
but be has since abandoned 3t | waut
members (o believe that the olficers whao
have (o atlend ro the people who are
hronght here endeavour o make agriend-
turists of all of them. Then, 1o, to get
away fromn the land setilement guestion,
something hias heen =aid about the domes-
fie servants. 1t was said. T believe, that
the domeslies wlo eame here em-
ploxved al very low wages.

Mr. Heitmann: The Goverument bring
thein oni and sweal Phem.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: W s
news (o me that the Government sweal
anyone.  In any event, we find an inguivy
that 65 of these dotestiec servants went
1o the Tmmigranis" Home. and from theee
received situations in Perth at an aver-

are

age wage of €1 O 6d. per week. The
smiallest wagze paid was 155, Something

was also said abonl the Government pay-
ing to assisi the wives and families of
people here to come from the Easiern
States. The statement was hardly aeen-
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rate, seeing ihat during the past 12
months 149 families have been grantéd

assisted  passages  from  1the  Fastern
States.
Mr. Giil:  Have you assisted  any

Farnilies sinee the iten on the Fsiimates
was vedueed? T

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 have
heen advised that Families have heen as-
sisi ed.

Mr. Bath : The Premier says (hat, sinee
then, none hinve been assisted.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During
(the 12 wonths 149 families were brought
in. Of euwarse, they guaranteed (o return
the money advanced.  Aliogether, 2,500
people llave been assisted since 1902 10
come lieve from the Easlern States.

Mr. Underwond: How many did you
assisl out of 147

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
population s inereasing month by mouth,
so there is a percentage in favour of the
arrvivals. T remember some time agzo, when
speaking in a country districl, someone
interjected, “Why dJdo yon hring these
wasters from the old country? And I
replied. “Will you give me the name of
one of those immigrants who is nol a
zuod worker, and whoe is nol doing well 2

Mr. Bolton: Mr, Geovge, of the Fre-
wantle zaol, will give you a few nawmes,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
a waod many names ot thase whe are not
immigrants. I think there are very few
members here who conld give me the
name of an immigrant who has heen a
fallure. There was never a time in lhe
State when there was more work For men
to do than to-day, and there was never a
time in Western Australia when nen were
doing better or when there were fewer
out of work. The calibre of the humigrani
has heen attacked, but T have seen a good
many of them in various parts of the
State, and from experience can say that
they ave nol only good eitizens hut are
alsn wood workers, and will become sue-
cessful agricnliurists. T have emploved
zonie of them myself and found then very
satisfactory, In fact, no man counld he
more satisfactory than some of ihe young
men who have eome here as immigrants.
I have a man waorking for me who enme
from the old eountry two years ago. He
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was a elerk in a gas office and knew no-
thing of agrieulture then, hut he came out
and was willing {o work. He has been with
me for over 12 months, and T ean say he
has become a first-class Farm hand, and
capable of doing work as well as the most
experienced man on my place. We must
bave people in Western Anstralia, We
cunnot do without popnlation, and we
must bring out those most likely io sue-
eeed, Ask mie 1o make a farmer of a man
and I will ¢hvose a man with brains and
energy rather than one of experience who
has not (he satre ability. The men from
the old eountry who are willing to work.
whether thev are faym hands or elerks,
will beenme good settlers if they are given
the opportunity. Tt seems to me, when
population is so muoeh needed. we should
not hesitate for a mement (o encourage
the peuple io come here. It ix not possible
for us fo hold theze 600 odd miltlions of
acres with 250,000 people for all time; ii
is advisable that we shonld fill up all the
vaeanl spaves as soon as possible. Can
this be done 1t we take no risks, if we ave
not to bring people from the old country
who may not all become farmers? When
men are brought in and they fail on the
land what is to be done with them, or
what are thev 1o do? They must find work,
and they dritt into the City and eountry
towns, Thev lhave to follow some orcupa-
tion Lo gain sufficient to live upon. They
hear the burden of faxation with the
other residents. for as soon as they land
here thex have to pay taxes.

Mr. (PLoghlen: Why do von give them
preference ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
due not get preference so far as I know.
Everyone prefers to have some one he
knows werking for bhim rather than
immigrants who have not beeome aceli-
reafised. I dn not believe the immierants
ask for preference, but that the majority
are enterprising desirable persons, willing
to put up with hardships and work.

Mr, Heitmann: Do they not get «pecial
coneessions !

The MINISTER WOR LANDS: Xo;
they do not, It is true we have agents and
lecturers in the old country whose work
it ix fo try and encourage people to cone
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out, just as we have our ageni in Mel-
bourne to give information to people in
Victoria who want fo comne over here.
Would members have it otherwize? Are
we nof to have those agents abroad and
to show the old country what lands we
have out here 1o offer to the man desirous
of settling?

Mr. Seaddan: You have nol the land
to offer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have {he land o offer. and we invite im-
migrants to come here and share the bur-
den ‘with the rest of the people.

Mr. Bolton: That is all they do share.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: The
bhurder of government is too great
for 280,000 people and we iuvile
others iv c¢ome here to share not

only the burden bul also the advantages
this Stafe has to offer. It can be said with
fruth that there are few places in the
world which offer the same opporinnities
as Western \ustralia; there is nn place
which has the same liberal land laws, and
tlere ig no country which desires as mueh
as this {0 secure peceple to 11 the land.
Ts it not right therefore that people shouid
be encouragzed to come here? As far as T
am coneerned this will he the policy that
will alwayvs be pursued. T  shonld be
ashamed of mwself if I thought that 1
should ever de otherwise. T do not want
to live in a place with 280,000 people alt
my life. | should very mnch like (o follow
the Canadian system. Just a night or two
ago I turned up some fizures, and 1 saw
that last vear Canada secured 270,000
people.

Mr. Seaddan: How many weni aut?

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDE: 1
suppose some of Lthew are shufling out ali
the trnre; but I think wost of them re-
mained in Canada. 1t does appear to me
that if the systetn of immigration advpled
by Canada were iv foree here, nnd we
conld et a conple of hundred thowsand
people we wounld hear very much less of
the troubles of the tew. No one having
listened tu the debate on this wmoticn can
come o the conclusion that there i= any
need for a select enmusiitee to investigate
this question, bl there will always he
some people sitting on these henches and
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some sitting on the oppesite henches ask-
ing for select committees. ¢lanada hy its
adoption of a liheral irmigration system
has made great strides in development and
progress, and so it would he in this
State it we eould only adopt similar lines,
Ot conrse one must admit that there will
always be some faiinres.

Mr. Tinderwood: There will always be
failures when yon get parasites, lectnr-
ers, shipping agents, elerks. and touts.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
true no doubt that there will be all these
aniinals that the hon. member has referred
to; and why should there not! At any
rate the point T wish o make is that we
must have population, and in bringing
abont this population we are bound to get
some people of the classes referved to. T
would welcome the imtroduction of the
Canadian system, and T wonld like. to
get ready for English people and hring
thein here in shiploads.

Mr. Bath: You started ak the wrong
end; yon should hegin by making the
eountry attractive.

The Mttorney Geneval:
conntry more attraetive
Australia?

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: What
1 shonld like to do s {0 get all our land
surveved:  railway  lines surveyed and
built, and make preparation generally on
a large scale. When we reinember thai
there is in the South-Western corner of
1his State a grear area of fen or eleven
million nerves with an average vainfall of
from 25 10 60 inches awaiting develop-
ment. it will be realised that we have
something to do. 1§ is the duty of the
Governmeni even _at ihe risk of having
some failures (o bring in many people
and as speedily as possible, T wonld
like to ask the member for Suhiaco te
let us have the names of the people who
have failed, and who have foreed others
ont of emploviment, One hears a goad
deal abuout these things, bui when one in-
quires it is difficadt to get at the hottom
of these complainis, As far as | am
eoncerned I do not think thkere is the
slightest need for a select committee. I
believe ihat the only thing that can he
said against 1he policy of the Government

Is there any
than  Western
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is that it is not active enough. The
£1,000 which was the grant for last vear,
in my opinion shonld have heen £100,000.
As soon as we wel ready for a larger
nwmnber of people, | hope the Government
of the day. whether it be the (iovernment
ai preseut in power or the Government
with the Leader of ihe Opposifion at ihe
head will see 1o iF fhat English people
are gziven the opportnnity to hecome set-
tlers in Western Australia. I do noef see
at all how this eountry can expect to make
mueh advancement with the small popala-
tion we have to-dayv.

Mr. Gill: Do any of these pevple ever
come ond i second lime?

The MINTSI'RR FOR LANDS: I
should refnse to bring tliem out a seeond
time, What good ean eome by the ap-
poinfient of a select committee on ¢his
auestion? Wil it diselose  that  fhe
svstem has been a failure?

Mr. Bolton: The select ennmittee will
have to find that out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have many opporinnities of inquiring
inte this question, and we inguire into all
cases as they arise and so far nothing
las heen tound out which in my
apinion  will  justify the appointment
of  a select commiltee.  The select
committee may vresult in the airing
of the grievances of one or two who
through no fault of the Government have
failed. 1 hope hon. memhers will agree
that all that ecan be doue is heiny done,
and that every effort is made to settle
the people on the land as soon as they
arrive in Western Australia.

Mr. ANGWIN (East ¥Fremantle): [ do
uot intend to take up muech time, but it
appears to we that the Minisier has
failed to realise that the application for
a seleet committee in this instance has
come from his own side of the Honse. [
realise that there may be some diffieulty
in sifting the evidence, and in regard to
snbmitting a report in connection with
this matter, but at the same time T am
of opinion that the selecl committee will
be the means of removing a good deal of
misunderstanding that appears fo bave
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zol abroad in Wesrern Ansiralia regard-
ing thase who have been assisted o come
1o this State. During my short stay in
London at the invitation of the Agent
{reneral, Mr. Rason, I spent some time iu
the immigration office, and I looked eare-
fully inio the system that is adopted in
that office with regard to getting suitable
people to send to Western Australiz as
immigranis. My views with regard tu
the maiter, whieh T huave expressed wm
several neeasions in this House, have
been in opposilion to the payment of
money to assist immigrants to come to
Westerns Australin. T have always held
that if the sum of money paid to rhe
slnpping companies for private passages
for people trom ihe old country to Wesi-
ern Australia were expended in a man-
ner similay to that whieb has been done
by the Government at Tammin, we should
lave a far hetter class of settler on the
land and we should remove from ouwr
midst o farge number of the unemployeq,
and then by having our unemployed ab-
sorhed in this way there wonld be a de-
nand For labeur and a large number of
people wonld come here at their own ex-
pense. | am of opinim that a lage
number of persons  veferred to in this
State as having been engaged in some of
o warks are people who have paid
their nwn passages lo Western Australia
and have not cume onl as assisted immi-
grants. The ship that T veturned to the
State in from England landed 103 pas-
sengers. amd of that muonber there were
only nine who wonld go on the labonr
markel a5 assisted immigrants.  The
total munber of assisied immigranis was
32, 1t appemrs therefore as far as the
labour market is affecied by the assisied
immigrant<, there were merely uine o
whom any opposition migzht be offered.
but in cevery instance as fur as T eould
wather  all  these people ecame  here
for the express purpuse of settling on the
land. At the same time on board ihat
ship there were several men who had
paid their ewn passages. and who |
thought at the time had made a mistake
in coming here becaunse, in conneetion
with the emplovment they had been ae-
custormed (o follow, they would find it
diffienlt to secure an engagement in this
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Siate, and eonseruently would be  dis-
appointed. The member for Balkatta
wanted to know whether the Government
assisted immigrants to eome here a second
time. | have here a firm  which bag
lv Le filled in and signed at the
Agzent General's oftice before assistance
s given 1o an emigrani. It =ays: ‘‘The
Agent General for Western Australin:
Str, T hereby apply for a passage at re-
dueed rafes o Western Ausfralia, and
hereby deelare thae the partienlars given
helow are {rue, that | have never heen o
resident of Western Australia before.”
That may answer the hon. wember. Then
it goes on—

Sand T go theve 1o fake up land amd
setile, or to enter domestic serviee. T
also declare to aet in accordanee with
the eonditions given on the back of the
form,?’

Then it provides that {he appliconi st
sive referenves Proi two o nore res-
pectable persons whoe are well known,
and eopies of the references as to char-
aeier of the person or past experience in
agrieulture or domestie work mnst  be
snbmitted with the applications. [t
shows clearly as far as the Agent Gen-
eral is enncerned thal if he grants a pas-
sage to a person who previeusly rvesided
in Western Aunstralia, that person bas
migled him by wrongly sizning the form.
Then before an assisled passage is
granted the applicanl musi produee ve-
ferences from two vespectable persons
which will declare that he has been gc-
eustomed lo follow the aveecation of a
farmer, [ eame aeress several men who
had made applications for ussisted pas-
sages to this State. One or two 1 know
at the preseni time have taken up land
in this 8iate. but Lhey paid their own
fares beeanse they could not produce ve-
ferences to the effect (hat they had of
late vears heen working on a farm. These
peaple were refused assistance at the
Agent General’s office.  Another who
was in a position similar to thal of the
man to whom the Feader of the Opposi-
tion referred o few nights age was an
army pensioner.  He liad been on the
land untif he was 21 vears of age. and he
had a small sum of money und his pen-
sion, and desired to eome to Western
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Australia. He applied to the Agent
(eneral for an assisted passage in accor-
danee with the advertisements, but be-
cause he had not been actually engaged
on farming work, though he had been on
the land, he was refused an assisted pas-

sage. He paid his own passage, and {u-
day is on the land somewhere in the
Northam district. The member for

Guildford referred to the Agent General
as assisting those who came to Western
Australia and paid their own passages.
The hon. member ought to be fully aware
that the Agent General does not have
any eunnection whatever with those who
pay their own passages. [t is the ship-
ping companies these people make all
arrangements with. In regard to M.
Ranford, there is of course a possibility
of persons going to bim for information,
and it s likely that the same applieation
was made to Mr. Ranford, and that he,
perhaps, gave information to these people
who were coming here. But we have to
look carvefully into the manner in whieh
that application was made, and inquire
ag fo whether it veferved 1o land or to
ofher avennes of employment. T believe
we have in Western Australia to-day, as
far as land settlemeni is concerned,
greater openings than exist in any other
part of tlie British Empire. There seemns
to have been a feeling nroused in other
parts of the Commonwealth in regard {o
the position of the Labour party in res-
peet lo immigreation.  The attitude T
take up I have taken from the Leader of
the Opposition, who said there was no
objection tu the bringing out of suilable
mmmigrants, but that the objeetion was
to the bringing out of unsuitable immi-
granis. I am thoroughly in aecord with
that, and T believe that through the
action of members here a stricter snper-
vision is being exercised in the Agent
Cieneral’s office to-day than ever before.
We in Western Australia, unfortunately,
have been placed in a very awkward
position. A little while ago there were
several yeung persons sent out here un-
der an assoeiation. T am pleased to know
that this has been stopped. These were
the people the member for North Fre-
mautle referred in. We have had to
saffer through these persons sent oui
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under an association, and not directly
through the Agent General. Now, I am
under the impression that if this eom-
nittee be appointed they will find that
these persons who complain are not those
who come out as assisted immigrants, of
rather, that if they did come out as as-
sisted immigrants they eame under false
pretences. Other persons who come heré
and pay their faves have a perfect right
to come and look for work and do as they
like. The only point we have to consider
is whether we are using ithe people’s
money to bring people into the State for
no other purpose than fo seek employ-
ment in the towns. If these people haréd
come here to follow various trades they
certainly have come under false pre-
tences; because I am satisfied that the
Agent General will not aceept any per-
son whatever at the present time unloss
he ean prove that be has been acenstomed
to farming, and that his intention ix to
seftle on the land when he gets here,

Myr. Bath: They issue a leaflet in which
they ask intending immigrants to wrife
to their friends here for information
about the particular trade which they
follow,

Mr. ANGWIN: That refers to those
who wish fo pay their fares, and not io
assisted immigrants.

Mr. Seaddan: It does refer
assisted immigranis.

Mr, ANGWIN: T have already quoted
a form which has o be signed before thev
ean get a passage,
Mr. Bath: That form is for visitors,
Mr. ANGWIN: Nothing of the sort. ]
will read it again for the edifieation of
the hon. member—
“1 hereby apply for a passage at re-
duced rates [0 Western Australia and
I hereby deelare that the particulars
wgiven below are true, that [ have never
been a vesident of Western .\ustraliu
before, and that T go to that State for
the purpose of taking up land and sei- -
tling thereon.” '
Although we do not suffer from it very
mueh oul here, it must be knnwn that
there is a system in vogue in England
whereby shipping eompanies induce as-
sisted immigrants to come ond to the var-

to fheac
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Jous Siates of Ausiralia except. perhaps.
Western Australia.  For cvery person
approved by the various Agenis General
and morantled assisted passages by the
States a shipping agent is paid £2 per
head; but in respect to Western Aunstra-
lia they wet omly £1 per head, 1t will he
realised that as [ar as Western Austrea-
lia is eonceived shipping agzenis ave not
very anxions te send us immigrants, be-
vanse they will try if possible to get them
all (o wo 1o the other States from which
the =lipping vcompanies el the larger
hounties, Still some people are, of cowrse.
determined to come to Westarn Aunstralia.
and there is a possibility that eertain
wrong information s given: but it s
given by the shipping agents. Under the
systemn in vogue in the Agent General's
office in London 1 fail lo see how any
person, after communieating with (hat
ufiice, after seeing the refusals whieh have
been given tu various persons who ap-
phied fur assisted passages, can be led
astray. A little while ago 1 referred (o
Mr. Dolley.

My, Underwood : T could show you siate-
ments a yard long made hy Dolley.

Mr. ANGWIN: J do not want to know
anylhing of Mr, Dolley.

Mr. Underwond: Neither do 1.

Mr. ANGWIN: So far as T know lic is
a servant of the Governmeut in England.
He is emrving out his work in the Immi-
eration Qffice. and =0 long as he carries
ont that work and sends 10 Western Aus-
1ralia snitable lmmigrants whe will 20 on
the land, and not those who will fill onr
towns, thea he is faithfally performinge
the weork required of him, Whether vr not
he makes <tatements which are wrong [
do not knoew: bul T do know that T heard
kim adidiess a number of imigrants whn
were coming here. T heard him explain
the position to those immigrants; and he
explained il in a way to which no hon.
member here could tuke exception. He
told ihem the hardships they would have
to put up with, and the position in which
they would find themselves when they pot
here.

Mr. Seaddan: Would vou expect him ta
qlo otherwize while vou were there?

CMrer ANGWIN: ) wanr to say that
while it might he urged that Mr. Dolley
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had put things in this way  hecanse T

happened 10 he  there. still  theve
was  nothing  whatever  to prevent
any  of these juunigrants  from  azk-
ing  aquestions of JMr. Dollex if Mr.
Dolley’s statements had  nol  eoineided

with other statements made to them by
other representalives ol Western Awstra-
lia. T am snrve if there had been any dis-
erepaney they would have seized that op-
poriunity of inquiring into it. For my
part T do not helieve in lhe svstem of
assisled passages. [ liave voted and spoken
againsk it on many oceasious, I am of op-
inion that a great many of the statements
made by persons who come to this State
as assisted  immigrantz, and  who luve
come for the express purpnse, nol of wei-
iling on the land but of following their
vexpective avocations, are not entitled 1o
much consideration at owr hands. T was
very nuelt surprised when the Miuister
for Railwayvs told (he House (hat fhere
were asgisted  immizvands  al  Midland
Junetion. 1€ there ave any =uch imimi-
grants in our workshops, if ] were in
ditege T would dismizs every one of then
Erom that emplovment. T waintain that if
ihey came out here under false represen-
intion they are entitled to no considera-
Hon whatever. There is a possihility of
persius being led astray on their way oul
to Western Australin, 1 am not zoing
1o blame the Ministvy Cor that, When T
arrived at Colomho in July last I' found
stuek up on the notice hoard an advertise-
ment issued by the Western Australian
Government Ratlways. and knowing the
position in Westeru \ustralin, that there
were a number of buifermakers and fit-
ters about when 1 left, T paturally made
some inquirtes about this notice. Not only
that, several persons who were there made
inquiries from me in regard to these posi-
tions advertised by the Railway Depart-
ment. Thix was the notice—

“Western  Auslralian  (lovernment
Railways— Wanted 135 filiers, 11 boiler-
makers, 11 hoileringker’s assistanis, 2
turners, 2 janior ladwwrers for river
ting, Men with ioscomotive experience
given preference: none but first-class
tradesmen reqguired.”

On inquiry b found that this was sent hy
someone in Western Australia 1o his wife
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who was coming out, requesting that it be
stuck up for the information of the pub-
lie. T told every person I talked to about
this that I thought Llere were suthcient
men in Western Australia for all the work
offered, but 1 know that one or twe pas-
sengers left the ship at Fremantle on ac-
count of ilis notice, I helieve they got
employment but not as fitters or as hojl-
ermakers, and that they are very pleased
that they stayed hehind.

The Minister for Works: There are no
boilermakers out of employment in the
State now,

Mr. ANGWIN: Bui there are pleniy
who have heen dismissed from our rail-
ways who are anxious to return, 1 have
received letters from the fiastern States
to that effeot.

The Minister for Works: We exunnol
get boilermakers. :

Mr, ANGWIN: The Minister for Rail-
ways denied (hai there were applications
calling for fitters, but this is the copy of
the advertisement. In concluzion, [ may
say thal I hope the Government will wal-
come the appointment of a select com-
miltee on this question. T honestly helieve
when the committee makes due ingniries
it will find that so far as the system in
vogue is eoncerned, and so far as the im-
migrants that come here are eoncerned.
i will have nothing to eomplain about,
and Chat il will vealise that we are getting
in Western Australia the hest class of ju
migrants that comes to Australia. Only
last week [ saw published in the Pross
a comendation of the elass of jmyni-
grants coming to Western Australin, |
certainly think that the sysiem adonled
in London {o-day is very good and nve
that will no doubt be the means of bring-
ing to this State n lot of desirable cilj-
zeus fo help build up Western Australia,
I had personal interviews with everv per-
son who came on assisted passages lo
Western  Ausiralia on hoard the “Qr.
sova,” and T have no hesitation in saying
that Western Ausiralia enuld do well with
a tew thousands of the same class of
people,

Mr. FOULRKES (Claremont): Any-
one who has heard the discussion this
evening cannot hui recognise that mem-
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bers on hoth sides of the House are anxi-
ous to promote the best class of jmmi-
gration.  During the last few vears it
has been frequently pointed ount by
speakers on hoth sides of the Fouse that
it is necessary to promote the immigra-
tion of agriculiurists, but nevertheless
many mistakes have heen made during
the past few years, and unfortunately the
cause of inunigration has been seriously
damaged owing to the faet that proper

- care has uol heen taken to see that only

agrienlturists were encouraged to come
to the State. 1 weleome the motion he-
cause I think it will he the means of
clearing up many misconceptions in re-
gard to immigration, and of letting the
geveral public kuow what are the steps
faken by the Government of the State
fo encourage immigration. I am going to
ask the mover of the motion to agree tn
an amendment. 1 agree that the select
committee shounld be appointed to investi:
gale the effecl of the present immigration
system upon land settlement and upon
the eondition of the workers in the towns
of the State: Lut I would ask the Huuse
to agree to the addition of eertain words.
1 move as an amendment—

That the following be added to the
motion: “And also 1o inguire as to
what are the hest steps to take to pro-
mele the immigration of suitable agri-
culturists 1o the State”

Tf we pass the motion as it is the only
resuli would he to find ot what mistakes
have been made, and most of us know that
a great many mistakes have heen made in
the past few years. I want to go a step
further and to find out. not only what
mistakes have heen made, hut also what
is the bosl ¢ourse for us to adopt. No
doubt the Future of the State depends on
how our lands nre setiled in the next few
vears. There has heen a severe depre.f-
ot during the last few years, and it 15
enly during the last few months the peo-
ple have realised that they ean look f(.:u'
better conditions owing to the splendid
development in our agricultural distriets.
But it wonld not do for us to let things
stand at the present stage, We must do
all we possibly can to try to encourage
as many immigrants as we can get to
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ceme here, heeause T am sntisfied that the
future of the State depends upon our
ability to attain that end, and I hope the
House will agree to my amendment so
thar the commitiee may seriously con-
sider and report to the House as to what
ate the best steps to seeure the immigra-
tion ot suitable agriculturists. I have
worded (he amendment earefully, and
only propuse to ask the House to agree to
the prineiple that we should get agricul-
turists to come here. For my part if an
itmmigrant vame o the State 1 would not
give him emplovment in the Government
service as long as we have snch a large
number of unemployed among our own
-population.  There is a better chance of
having a geod system adopted if a com-
wmijttes inquires into the whole matter.
[ feel quite certain the commiltee will
eome (v the conclusion that we have dealt
with the inumigralion system in a most
piecemeal and easual fashion. We have
not spenl enough money on it for one

thingz,  TDuring the past few years
we have heen satisfied with sending
home one man  to lecture and give
information 1o the residents of Great
Britain  as to  what are the agricut-

fural possibilitics of this Stafe, and in
some cases we have nol sent home the
righi class of man {o de it. Tf T had my
way the men I wonld send would he far-
mers. | would be prepaved to send half
a dozen or a dozen farmers. I know that
is the Canadinn system. I have met the
Canadian farmers in Great Britain. T
have seen them travelling about the agri-
cultural districls in England.  They do
1ol frequent the towns.

My, Underwood: The Canadian hoom
hurst twn or three years ago.

Mr, FOULKES: We do not want an-
ather hoom to burst. All we want is to
see that we establish the right system.

Mr. Underwood: But whaf is the use
of following Canada?

My, FOULKES: The lecturers who go
to England from Canada are all practi-
cal farmers, and they oo through the agri-
cultural distriets and call upou the vari-
ous agriculturists, and give informabtion
to them. T quite recognise that there are
many thoussnds who leave Europe and
go to Canada who are most unsunitable

875

and who have to return, but it is com-
paratively easy for people to go from
surape to Canadas; it is only five days’
Journey and the people who go there are
not taking wny great risk in leaving
Furope. Many people go to Canada and
try their fortunes, and if they find they
are unsnecessful they do not sustain any
great loss because they can easily return
to Europe.

Mr., Bath: Our population has in-
ereased at a greater ratio than that of
Canada. : -

Mr, FOULKES: What T waul is to
see il inevease al an even greaier ratio.
No one ean he satisfied with the position
of Western Austvalia so long as we have
the sieall population we now have of
something like 270,000 people. The in-
erease during the last year was only
8,000. ' .
Mr. Bath: So long as your landowners
will pul np nolices ‘““trespassers prose-
cuted,” then so long will it be the same.

Mr. FOULKRES: I have frequently
seen those notices in Great Britain, and
L want o beip the people there by tell-
ing them thal they can come to a country
where they do not see notices of that
kind.

Mr. Bath:
dou here.

Mr. FOULKES: I have no doubt there
are monopolists here, but there is also an
enormous quantity of land available for
the people if they come here.

Mr. Seaddan: Where is it?

Mr, FOULKES: The hon. member sat
on a Commissien rhat was appoinied some
vears ago to loquire into the agricultural
resources of the State. and T remember
that the hon. member travelled throngh
many of the agricultural districts. and in
the report of the Commiszion be said
with his evlleagues that there was any
quantity of agricaltural Japd suitable for

[t is what the monopolists

immigration.
Mr. Scaddan: But where is it now?
Mr. FOULKES: I heard statements

of that kind nade four or five years ago.
There were many hon. members, particn-
larly among the Labour members, who
used to say that we had not the land
suitable, but during the last few years
evenis have shown how wrong they were.
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Mr. Bath: Yon have never heard any
Labour member say that.

Mr. FOULKES: I have heard them
say that and many extraordinary things.

Mr. Bath: You have heard them say
that it was not made available,

My, FOULKES: We will take care
that the land is made available. All we
have to do is to construet another thou-
sand miles of agrienltural railways.

Mr. Bolton: Let us culiivate the land
we have alongside the railways.

Mr. FOULKES: T say that all the
agrienlturists of this State are doing as
wmueh nas they possibly ean to cultivate
the quantily of land they hold. It will
be interesting to know the experience of
the Leader of the Opposition. 1 give
him eredii that he is doing all he possibly
can to cultivate the quantity of land he
holds, but he is not able to do it all, T
have no doubt like many of us be snffers
from want of capital. Of course T ap-
ologise if T am wrong in that respeet.
Possibly I am.

Mr. Bath: I would like to have as
much eapital as the hon. member and 1
would cultivate more than he does on his
holding.

Mr. FOULKES: I do not wish to in-
{rude on the hon. member’s private affairs,
but I know that he does not eultivate the
whole of Lhe land he holds.

Mr. Bath: How much does the hon.
member cultivate?

Mr, FOULKES: We will deal with the
hon, member who attempts to cross-
examine me, | am quite sure that the
hon. member has not cultivated all ihe
land he holds. He has had the land tor
qnite sufficient timne to enable him to do
so if he had so desired. He could have
cleared all the land he has In two yvears,
and there are many men here who have
only been on their land for two years and
have put in some 600 or 700 acres of erop
in that time.

The Honorary Minister: What percent-
age of his land has the member for Pil-
bara enltivated?

My, FOULKES: It is suffieient for me
to deal with the Leader of the Opposition.
T have put several questions to him but le
refrains from answerinzg them. He is
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like the Seotéhman who makes a praetice
al answering questions by putting olhers,
T am «uite sure that the reason there is
sueh a large quantily of land here vol
inade adequate use of is want of eapital.
I hape hoth sides of the House will agree
to my amendment which is to add to the
motion the words, ‘‘This committee shail
he asked also to inquire as lo the besi
steps o promote the immigration of suit-
able agrieulturists to this State.”

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): L see ho
reason why we should agrec to support
the amendment. Tt is only four vears
since the Roval Cominission sat to inguire
into the best means of inducing agricul-
turisls to eome io this State. [ held the-
view hefore the Commission sat, and 1
stll iold it, that the best possihle method
of inducing penple 10 come here is iu
show that we have already in ouy midst a
safislied and prosperous farming industey.
If we have such people we do not want
te adveriise, for they will do 2l the ad-
vertising necessary. If a person comes
here and the conditions ave such thap he
is contented with his lot, he will induce
others of his friends in the particular
towu fromm which he comes to follow his
example. The position existing to-day.
however, is that a great number of the
immiigranls are compelled, after arriving
here, to po 20 or 30 miles from the exist-
ing line of railway in order to obtain
land tu settle on, with the vesult that they
are very dissalisfied with their lot, and
do not advise athers to follow {lieir ex-
ample.  About the only advertisemént
Western Australia gets from the private
individnal s of a nainre that does not
redonnd to the credit of the State.  The
immigrants write to their friends of the
eonditions they find existing here.  They
point out that they were shown magnifi-
cent agricuttural land by limelight when
they were in England, and were assured
there were thousands of acres of similar
land iiere awaiting settlement, hut that
the fact is this land is from 25 to 30
miles From a railway. Will the Minister
deny that is the position to-day?

The Honorary Minister: That is quile
wrol,

Mr. SCADDAN: The Royal Commis-
sion made certain recommendations eon-
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verning ilie kind of immigrants to en-
-ourage, and there is no necessity for the
amendment to the motion. The Commis-
<ion also recommended that light spur
railways should be built.

Mr. Foulkes: There will be greater ial-
ent on this committee than there was on
the Royal Commission.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Agent General,
who is now vesponsible for sending ont
immigrants, was a member of the Commis-
sion, but he retired before the report was
sent in, and thus we were able to make
& liberal veport. The Government are now
carrying out the reeommendations made
hy the Roval Commission but, unfortu-
nately, they have overlooked the main
peints,  The Commission  recommended
that land selection before survey should
he stopped absolutely, There was no
question of partial stopping, for the idea
was that no further lands should be al-
lowed to he taken up until after snrvey.
They said that even if Lhe prineciple meant
setting back setilement for some years
that would not matter, owing to the great
nltimate advantage it would be o the
State. The Government, however, were
afraid of the hue and cry of the “mark-
time” poliey that existed then, with the
resnlt that (hev permitted free selection
(v eontinue, and now the Premier is busy
every IPriday recelving deputations ask-
ing for railway eonnections, simply be-
canze the settlers were able to 2o out and
freely select. In some partsof the coun-
ey the settlers took up 300 or 400 acres
leaving all the country surreunding it
seeond-class, with the result that for years
they would not be pestered with people
wanting land in the lecality. [f the de-
partment had first surveved the land they
would have cut it up into such bloeks that
1he first and seeond class land would have
come together, and there would have been
voom for a number of settlers. This iy
# matter of considerable moment to the
State, for we want to see that the hest
interests uf the State are conserved. The
Commissioh also recommended that cer-
tain porlions of land along the railway
lines <hould he reserved for the benelit of
immigranls from outside the Common-
wealth. The ohjecl of the Commission
wag that a great number of immigrants,
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wlen taken so far from railway lines,
found they were surrounded, although at
a considerable distance, by others whom
they had never met before, they were iso-
lated, they were living under new condi-
tions, none of their old friends were near
them to talk to, with the resuli thal they
became very despondent and dissatislied;
whereas if they had a community to them-
selves, they would form their own asso-
ciations and friends, with the result that
they wonld be more contented, and there
would not be the complaints that they
were isolaied in the bush. English people
do not make friends se quickly as Aus-
fralians, T have always contended that
this State is nof justified in spending the
taxpayers’ money in inducing immigrants
of any sort to evme to this State.

Mr. Bath: Speuding loan meoney.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 do not care whether
it is loan or vevenue. If it requires as-
sistance in the direction of paid passage
money to gef immigrants to come here,
those persons arve uol in a fit finaneial
pusition to tackle the greal difBeulties
they have to face in Western Australia.
It is no use comparing Canada with

Western Australia as  a field for
immigration. Eventually  the sett-
ler here will have a great ad-

vantage, I admit, but the initial d&iffi-
cnlties of Western Australia are in a
great measure abwmost insurmountable as
compared with Canada.  The immigrant
for the latter couniry can choose his
bloek in Londoen. he is taken aeross, put
on his block. and can get a cvop the fol-
lowing season. .\n immigrant canuot do
that here, for when he iz taken to the
virgin bush he has (o =lart straight away
to clear. The immigrunts have heen mis-
led considerably concerning the nature of
the returns they will receive From their
lahours during the first vear or two. The
Commnission pointed out the advantage of
ring-barking and allowing the timber to
dry and burn off, but this means two vears
before a return is received. An immi-
crant 15 not told that.

Mr. Jaeohy: What portion of the enun-
try are you referring to?

Mr, SCADDAN: To the cereal growing
portion. In 12 months an immigrant
might be able to get 10 acres of crop in,
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but he is heart-broken if that is all the
result he ean get for his first year’s
labour. He wants capital. If the
land were surveyed and rong be-
fore the immigrant arrived he would
know the condition of the land,
and that it would not take him long
to get a refurn. Certainly instances have
been qnoted on several occasions as to
men without capital succeeding quickly.
I know of instances myself, but the con-
ditions were very different from whal
they are now. Take Mr. Hayter, of Dow-
erin. He told the Commission he weni on
the land with £15 in his pocket, and sue-
eeeded so well that a few years after-
wards he would not sell the property for
£3,000. He also told the Commission that
14 days after going on the block he had
to leave it in order to gel employment
with someone else. e carted sleepers,
made good money, and later on went back
to the land and worked on it, These con-
ditions do not exist to-day.

Mr. Osborn: They do; and the men are
adopting that course.

Mr. SCADDAN: I know many gold-
fields people who have taken land up, but
they are unable to find employment among
the other farmers, Very many of them
have been compelled to go back to the
mines for a few months to raise move
capital so that they can carry on their
property. The Premier will probably ad-
mit having received applications from
very many men for exemption from the
residential clauses, so as to enable them
to go back and earn more money on the
fields. If they could oblain employment
in the neighbourhood they would not do
that, for they would like to remain near
their blocks.

Myr. Jacoby: Tt is a matter of getling
higher wages on the felds.

Mr. SCADDAN: Ti is 2 matter of he-
ing able to find employment. Until the
conditions are altered to enable immi--
grants or others to settle on the land and
get a speedy returm, it is foolhardy to
spend the moneys of the State inducing
people to come here.

The Attorney General: Settlers ean ob-
tain work un other farms.
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Mr. SCADDAXN: They cannot do #.
Waea know that in all the towus there are
a number of immigrants working to-day.
I sympathise with them for I know the
position they are in; they have speni their
capital and must find work. Surely they
cannot be allowed to starve. There are
hundreds of men in the country looking
for work the whole time. T have pointed
ont the reason why men cunmot be got to
work in the couniry. [ saw an applica-
tion for a person who was wanted to work
in the country and he had to rise at five
in the morning, stavt Ly milking the cows,
go on through the day, finish it at pid-
night, and for this veceive 15s. a week,
and then the farmers complnin that they
cannot get men te work. 1 will show why
yon eannot wet labour. There is one case
in the Commission’s report which has
been overloocked by almost everybudy. !
do not think the publie or even the Press
took the opportunity of reading this re-
port. This ease that I intend to refer to
is one that members should not lose sight
of. It seems to sum up the position ox-
actly, and if reads as follows:—

“The present population of the State
containg an abnormal proportion of
workers.  This condition ean remain
heaithy only so long as the mines, for-
ests, cornfields, public works, and the
bnilding trade ean keep these workers
employed. Communication with other
countries being frequent, any demand
for move workers is rapidly suppliedl.
Under sueh conditions it is clear that
any State expenditure on the introdue-
tion of men needing employment wonll
be of doubtful ntility, if not a danger-
ous policy. To enconrage the immigra-
tion of men without means, whe wounld
neecessavily have to seek employment
from others to save the necessary money
with which to improve their selections,
would be detrimental to the interests of
the loeal worker, and tend to siill fir-
ther delay the proper devclopment of
the land. For instance, Mr, Hayter, ot
Dowerin, told the Commission he wen.
on the land with £15, and nine day=
after taking possession had to seek
work elsewhere. Had there been no em-
ployers he must have failed.”
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That is the pesiticn to-dav. Lei me say
1 conneetion with the stateient made by
the member for East Fremantle that wial
he reall From fle agreement inlending
emigrants sign. dees pot bind that cmi-
grant i any way lo geitle on the lawd.
The emigrant way declare his intention
of taking np land. but thar dees ot say
that he intends to =cftle on it when he
takes it up. Howu. members rhemselves
have taken up land and not settled on #
althonglh they ave =eltled in Western Ans-
tralia. Tmmigranis ean eome here and
take up a howestead block of 160 acres
‘whielh they get for practically nothing.
ad <All vemaio in town, T have o leatlet
Tere, or it ny be a leaf from a booklet,
sent ont by Paisley in Seotland, and this
purports to cive reliable information with
regard to immigration in Western Aux-
dralia, [t says among other things—
“An immigration depot has resently
hreen established at PPerth for the recep-
tion of cmigranis. Three daxs board
and residence are provided [and
I might say while many of onr
owt  citizens are praectically  starv-
ing]. Nominated emigrants ave
not admitted. Emigrants who have
nofified 1o the Agent  General  in
London, the ship they are taking, are
met st Fremantle by an official. whn
assists them with  information as 1o
lodgings, wark, ete. A persons seeking
emplovment should communicate  with
any friends they may have in Western
Australia. mentioning their trade, and
the ship they are coming by, A vegisier
of persons in need of work is kept ot
the oflice of the Governmemt  Labonr
Binreau, Irwin Street, Perth. Theve is
a {tovernment Labour Burean ar Fre-
mantle. Kalzoorlie, and Northam. ™
Kalgeorlie nu less. Why should agrieul-
turists go to Kalgoorlie to take up land?
That is the remarkable thing about it
Thai information T am informed is sup-
plied by the Agent General’s office. T
anyvone can deny the fact that that is not
tnducing men to obtain work at their
trade in Western Australia I cannot read
English. No person knowing Western
Australia would advise peuple to go to
the labour burean in Kalpoorlie to take
up land.
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My, Faulkes: We have woething to o
with that,

Mr. BCADDAN: | say the information
is supplied by the Agent (teneral’s office
in London, The Premier himself must
know that the infurmation is obtained
from that source because the informatinn
is relialle in every sense. As a matter
of Ffael it i reliable altogether heeause
a uumber of hnmigrants have come out
here and seenved work st their {rade.
These immixrants are working to-day at
their 1rade at the Midland workshops,
showine thai the information as issued
hy the Immigration Information Bureaa
iz veliable and undoubtedly is supplied
by the Azent Goeneral’s office. T will be-
Lieve 1hat that is se netil something is
prived to the contrary.  This leaflet aiso
advises donmestie servanis (o come  to
Western  Australia where there is a
splendid opening,  Theve is a little pava-
craph dealime with that that might in-
teresi hon, members. Tt says—

“*There 1s at all times a good demand
in Weslern Aunstralia for domestie ser-
vants, especially good covks and ygen-
eral female servanls.?’’

The I’remier: Is that nof true?

My, 8CADDAN: Tt is to an extent, but
T will show later on the mature of the
deniind.  The paragraph goes on—

Y Domestie servants must understand
house work. and not think thev are
going out to a life of idleness. In a
eountry where almost everyvone is a
worker, mislresses know what good
work is and do much of tt themselves.
There ave few places where more than
two servants are kept, and in nost
houscholds there is only one.”’

It also gives the rates of wages paid per
week in Western Australia, but T would
like to inform the Premier that the rates
they say can be obtained in Perth or the
surrounding distriets, or in Western Aus-
tralia generally, are not borne out by the
advertisements which appear in our own
paper.

The Premier: Or by staiisties?
out what they say.

Mr, SCADDAN: I will tet the Premicr
have this leaflet. It says here the rates
of wagzes are as follow:—Couks, 20s. 1o
30s.: dairvmaids. 10s. to 19s.

Read
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My, Collier:
maids 7
Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier will teil
us. Faym servants, 10s. to 15s.; general
servants, 10s. to 20s; housemaids, 10s. to
17s. Gd.: lanondresses, 20s, to 30s.; mar-
ried eonples on farms, 27s. 6d. to 40s.
Theve is a wide mavgin there. Encum-
brauces, I suppose, will come in there.
Nursemaids, 5s. to 10s.; parlonrmaids,
10s. to 17s. 6d.; waitresses, 15s. to 40s;
and servants on the goldfields, 20s. to
40=.
‘the Premier: ls that not eorreet?
Mr. SCADDAN: It is not eorrect.
The Prewmier: Then the rates are too
low,
Mr. SCADDAN: 1 might inform hon.
members it they look up the TWes! -Aws-
" trelian sifuations vaeant  ealumn  they
will find there is ne mention of the
amount of  wages offered  unless that
amount exceeds 205, and the reason is
that the matter was brought so proenmin-
ently before the public by discussion in
the House that they now refrain from
mentioning (he amonnt if il is less than
205, 1 have a copy of the TFest
LLustralion of 11th September, in which
theve appear three advertisements Eov
weneral servanis, and where the amount
mentioned was less than £1. The firal
reads, ‘‘Wanted a general servant, 14
shillings.”  That iz below the minimum
tn England.
The Premier: I can speak from ex-
perience,  There are two girls in my
household whe receive £1 a week each.

Where are the dairy-

My, SCADDAN: The hen. member
manages his own home, not the whole
Slate.

The Premier: If the hon. member pavs
10s. T camnot help i,

Mr. SCADDAXN: I pay 10 shilling=?
Tuforlunately I capnot pay anything.

The Premier: Well. if von ridieule the
idea, T eannot Lelp it.

My, SCADDAN: The Premier in the
course of the debate on this ¢uestion
said—-

““The Govermment had no ohjection

Lo wmaking available any information

possible on this hmpertant subjeet. Tn

regavd lo the importation of girls who
were prepared to ga into domestic ser-
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vice he could hardly support the eon-
tention of the last speaker on the
subject, beeause his experience was
that any girl who was prepared to
work at all could get at least £1 per
week in the employment of any res-
pectable family. ™’
I take that to wean that any person whe
pays less than £1 a week is nol respeet-
able. The second advertisement thai [
have here reads, “Wanted a general ser-
vant; wages, 15s.,” and another one states
ihat the wages will be 12s. 6d. These ave
the only three advertisements where the
amoun! was mentioned. and in ne case
does the amount exceed 13s. 1 have ob-
lained o copy of n few engagements of
domestic servanis made in a cerfain bu-
reau in Perth, and for the enlightenment
of the Honorary Minister T will mive par-
tielars of them. On 20th August an en-
wagement was made of a general where,
there were towr people in (he honse, and
to attend to all dulies, tor 13s. a week.
The next was at Cottesloe, a general ser-
vant, no  washing, two  aduits aod six
chitldren, 152 a week.,  Ancther is a gene-
ral for the Nurses’ Maternity Home, Mid-
land Junction, a heavy place, 12s. 6d. a
week., At Cotlesloe with a reputed wealthy
family, a general Lo attend to all duties,
washing ineluded, five people, 125, 6d.
per week,  These are al least supposed o
he vespeclable tamilies. 1 eould give the
names of the people, but I do not de-
sire (o do so here. These extraets T have
wiven have been eopied from the register.
and are reliable. On 2nd September at
South Perth a general was wanled to al-
tend tu all dulies. seveun people in the
hore, o little help piven, for 12s. 6d. a
week. On Gth September for big luncheon
rooms in St. Georpe’s-terrace zomewhere
near the Weld Club a cook was wanted
oy £1 per week., They =tated in their ad-
verlizements fhat enoks coulil gel from
£2 o €3 a week, This conk had {o pro-
vide for 100 at dinner and had Lo sleep
away from the premises. In the =mne
lwuse a kiteben maid was wanted for 15s.
and had to sleep oul. On Sth September.
at Ord-street, West Perth. 1his is amongst
the elile. a general was required for 13s.
a week including washing and six in the
family. Tn the Methodist College a vene-



[6 Ocrorer, 1900.]

ral—the principal work being in ihe kit-
chen, was wanted For 153s, 0 week.,  Apuin.
in Subiaco. nseful help or elderly woman,
for the magnifivent salary of lis. a week.
Then ar Mundarving, 3 eook is reguired.
wages 175 Bl N Narrogin, 10 miles om
from the siation, one. a cook. another :
laundress: six ebildren and seven adulis.
cook to hake the hrend.

The Premier: And cliop the woud,

Mr. SCADDAN: Yes; wages offered
10s. a week. [ think 1 have mentioned suf-
fieient instances to show that there are
suile a number of anything but respeet-
sble homes in rhis community, according
10 the statement of the Uremier himself.
"There are hundreds of girls in Perth—I
am assured by thase who ought to know
that good places are never vacanr a day.
11 s only these places that are mavked.
The girls know the places and will not zo
there. It is pot  only a matter of ile
wawres, bur of the treaiment these girls
el Lon, members, it they cared to inke
ihe trouble, would find rhat it s nearly
always the zame people applying for girls
every day in the West _Lustration, | ad-
wit there are exceptions to the rale. There
are a great number who do pay theiv wirls
fair wames and who give (hem fair treat-
ment. Those places never tind any diffi-
enlty in gefiing suitable girls. Now, |
halid the view that if you can show a pros-
perous and contented farming enmmunity
ihey will make their eondition kuown
wherever they have friends, and you will
very soon have auflicient men coming in
10 keep us going without having to bhring
assisted immigrants fo Western Ausiralia.
“The gieat deterrent to  immigrantscoming
10 Western Australiz is the fact ihat so
many out=ille have received uews trom

those who  found  themselves Jisgusied
with  the econditions on  their ar-
rival  here.  They found the dif-
fieulties almost inswrmountable.  There
is no use in aftempting 1o com-
pare  Western Australia  to  Canada

trom the point of view of the new arrival.

In Canada he ¢an obtain for his labour
lair wages for ai JTeast 1wo vears, i is
unwise to encouragze these penple to enne
here. [t they come they must evenlually
fock into the towns, and tradesmen and
arbisans are leaving Western Austealia
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to-day because their aveeations wve over-
crowded, and the inducements offered are
better in the other Siates. b is all because
we are poing ahead with this foolbardy
method of inducing people to ¢ome here
withoul first being able to satisfy them
when they dov arvive.  Let me tell the inem-
ber tor Claremoent that ihe Royal Comniis-
slou weul into the yuestion of land settle-
ment for cereal growing and lenrned that
there was something between 9 and 10
million acres of lamd available fur settle-
iheut i wheat growing eounbry.  But
there is very little of that area left, be-
canse we are settling our lands ar the
rate of about a million and a half acves
per vear.

The Fremicr: Two million acres last
vear, ineluding grazing leases. Practi-
cally 800,000 acres i firsi-class land.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, we are settling
about a million aeres of our wheat grow-
ing land every year. Already we have
settled about five million acres of land
since the Commission saf, unless a greut
quantity of land which had been previ-
ously token up has reverted (o the
Crown, [ know that is the ease, but 1
know, of course. it s not wise to men-
Hoo the faclt thal a greai amount of
revenue devived by the Lands Depart-
ment is for survey fees for work pre-
viensly performed.

The Premier: Whatl do you mean?

Mr. SCADDADN: T mean that the
original owner of (he land has already
paid the [ces,

The Premier: They have not been pay-
ing swrvey fees three vears vei.

Mr, S8CADDAN: When o piece of
land, which has heen taken up, is for-
feited o the Crown the pegs are already
in and the block is already surveyed, vet
the new nan has to payv the survey fees
over again,

The Premier: He pays half the survey
fees.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, that is for
something not done, or, rather. something
already doue and paid for. It wounld he
interosting 1o know how much of that
two million  acres we bhoast of having
settled last vear is land previously taken
up and reverted te the Crown. .Again,
it would be interesting to Kknow how
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many nwripages the Agrieultural Bank
have had to transfer from the original
mortgagor; how many bave taken oub
mortgages in  the Agricultural Bank
which rhe Agricultural Bank have had to
gravsfer (v another person. Then we
would tind how many people go ou the
land and how many are failures.

The Yremier: They are facts abont
which vou could get information at any
time. ‘

Mr. SCADDAN: It will be interesting
to have it when the Land Estimates are
being discussed. It requires eapital to
succeed in Western Australia, and those
people we are indueing to come bere are
people without eapital. The individual
who has capital is too independent to ask
the State fo pay half his passage money,
and have ik said afterwards that he is an
assisted jmmigrant. The result is that
the people we are inducing to come to
Western Australia by paying their pas-
sages are people who, nine times ont of
ten, will not sueseed unless Lhey are
spoon-fed to an extent the Government
are not prepared to spoon-feed their own
people. 1 am going to protest against it
on every occasion. I say, attend to those
already on the land, and they will soon
lat their friends in other parts of the
world know that Western Australia is a
good place (v come to, Thercfore, I will
support this eommittee to inquire into the
matier in so far as the effect it has had
on our lands; but 1 will not support the
amendment, hecause T eannot see the ne-
eessity for it, having regard to the faet
that a Royal Commission recently investi-
gated this very questiou.

Mr. JACOBRY (Swan): The fgurves
quoted by ihe hon. member. the figures
taken from the report of the Royal Com-
mission which sal fomr years ago. re-
garding the land available for wheat
growing in the Stute, have heen proved
on further invesligalion to be guite below
the actual quactity available. We are
pow quite sure that we have something
like 20 millien aeres of good Jand avail-
able, 1 would noi like it to gu forth
that there was any idea that the small
amount of land thought fowr years ago
to have heen availahle has already heen
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selected. Regarding this question of im-
migration I hold the view that it would
be wiser for Western Australia to leave
the hroad question of immigralion en-
tirely to the Federal Government. I
think we should first direct our atien-
tion {0 the surveying of land close enough
to railway lines, or to projected railway
lines; that we should survey that before
selection, and have a valuation made by
the Agricultural Bank; that we should
perfect the system now in operation in
the Lands Department, and extend the
scope of our Agrienltural Bank so that
it. will give greater facilities and advance
a little more money to farmers. Then if
we make those faets known in the East-
erii States we will get all the settlers
we can safely handle for some years to
coine. In the Bastern States there is a
great demand for farming lands in all
directinns, and the vigorous policy of ad-
vertising now being adopted by the
Queensland Government is attracting a
large nnmber of immigrants to that
State. I understund lhat our Covern-
ment are not pursuing an active poliey
of advertising in the Fastern States, be-
cause they have wisely decided that it
would be hetter first to have a sufficient
quantity of land surveyed ready for se-
lection. Then the immigrant knows
where to get the land, and how much
inoney he can get from the Agricultural
Bank on that land. When the surveyors
now at work have sufficient land sur-
veyed, T trust the Government will make
the conditions of fhiz State known in the
Lastern States. where men are crowded
ot for want of land. Men are going
from Vietoria to New South Wales, and
from Vietoria and from South Australia
to Queensland, and I question whether
that State or any other State can offer
the greal advaniages which this State now
offers. 1 arree that most of the mea who
have been coming from the countries
where we have been looking for immi-
erants are not able to adapt themselves
to our conditions very readilv. Perhaps
il we were to devote our attention to
Seotchmen, to Seandanavians and to
Danes we might get men who eould
more  readily  adapt  thewselves to
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our cundiitons 1 hor as far §s  the
urdinary British immigrant who comes
out  here iz councerned, lie beeoines
absolutely disheartened when he sees
(he wild bush. and he is apt to sit
down in despair and require a pood deal
of slimnlating before achieving success.
In the matter of immigration I hold that
we should leave it to the Federal Gov-
ernment; we shonld lef them advertise
to the world at large the eonditions we
Thave. Then all we have to do will be to
wake known in Austrzlasia itseif the
advantages we have to offer. Then we
will have an abundaunce of men of the
rizht class to settle on our shores. T am
not opposed fo the molion. 1 do not
know that the Committee if appointed
is woing 1o do very much ic belp us
out of our difficulties. In the past
our main  diffieulty has been this
system of seleetion hefore survey. When
we overcome {his difficalty and get the
Liands Department organised and our
land ready for settlement; and wlen we
let the people know what the conditions
are, we will get rid of most of the causes
of complaint that have heen so unsaiis-
faclory in the past. T intend to vote for
the appuintment of this seleet committee,
bul I rveally think if we confine onr at-
{entions to securing men in Australia it-
<ol we will have frv raore atisfactory
resntts in the settlement of our lands,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the fullowing result:—

Aves 26
Noes 17
Majority for 9
AYES.
.Alr. Bath Mr. Layman
Mr. Drown Yoo AMitehell
Mr. Buicher Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Carson Mr. 5. F. Moore
Mr, Cowcher Mr. Nanson
Mr. Daglish Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Davies Mr. Osborn
Mr. Draper Mr. J. Price
Mr. Foulkes Mr. W. Price
Alr. George Mr, Troy
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilsen
¥r. Hoyward Mr. Gordon
Mr. Jacoby {Teller).
AMr. Keenano

NQRE.

Mr. Apgwin ) Mr. McDowall

Mr. Holton Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Colljer ' Mr. Swan

MF. Gih Mr. Taylor

Mr. Gourley I Mr. Underwoor]
Mr. Holman Mr, Walker

Mr. Hudsen ’ Mr. Ware

Mr. John=on Mr. Heitmana

Mr. Male (Teller).

Anmendment thus passed.

Question, as amended, put and passed,

Ballot taken, and a select commillec
appuinted eonsisting of Messrs. Collier,
Layman, Male, Seaddan, and the mover,

Mr. DAGLISH mnoved—

That the Commitlee have power lo
sit on days over which the House stands
wdjonrned, 1o call for persons and
papers, and to report this day four
week=,

Mr. JACOBY: Was there any proha-
bility of the committee reporting (his
segsion? There had been a practice in
the past where committees were appoini-
ed and were subsequently converted into
Commissions, and nltimately beeame very
expensive. 'F'here should be a protest
against a continuation of this practice.
it was to be hoped the mover would give
an assurance that the committee would
be able to report before the session was
uver.

Mr. TAYLOR : The House should have
an assuranee from the mover that the
report would be submitted for their con-
sideration before the session -closed.
Members should be given an opportunity
to obiain and discuss the results of the
tnvestigaiion.

Mr. DAGLISH: Notice of this motinn
was given on the 29th July, the first day
on which the House sat. Since then nine
weeks had elapsed, a delay for which he
was not responsible. The motion was
moved on the 8th September, and it was
to be regretted that the committee did
not start immediately afterwards. To-
night the metion had been added to by
an amendment enarmously enlarging the
work of the commitiee, another matter
for which he was not responsible.

Mr. Seaddan: You are. for vou voted
for it.

Mr. DAGLISH: While there was very
little hope that the report wonld be
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bronght up four weeks henece, he trnsted
and believed that before the =ession closed,
he did not know the duration of the ses-
sion, it wonld he possible, even with the
enlargement of the work, to bring up a
satisfactory report.

Question put and passed.

House adjowrned at 107 pm.

Pam.

Hou, H, Gregory. Mr, A. A, Wilson.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Thuvsday, 7th Orctober, 1909.

Papers presented .

Questions : Sauntoriom, Con]gnrdle
Blnokboy Tudustiry
Milk Preservation, Pusey process

Bills: Laed Act Special Leass, 21, Conw
Administration Act Amendment’. Com. .
Metropolitan Water %upply. Sewemge and

Droinnge, Coor. .

: §§§?é§é

The SPEAKER took the Chair a
1.30 pan.. and read prayers.

[

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister fur Works: Relurn
showing the amouuts paid in grants and
suhsidies 1o the Miners’ lpstitute at Cue.
(Ordered on miction by Mr. Ileitmann,}

STION—SANATORTUM,
COOLGARDIE.

Mr. GIL), asked the Premier: Is it
true that the wine and other stimulanis
that it has been customary to sapply fo
patienis at the sanatorium af Coolgairdie
have heen stopped? If so, by whose in-
structions, and for what reason?

The PREMIER replied: No restriction
lias been placed upon the supply of
stimulants whenever deemed necessary hy
the medica! oificer in charge of the sana-
torium,

QLES
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QUESTION—BLACKBOY INDUSTRY.

My, O'1.OGHLEN asked the Premier:
1, Has auy further progress been made
with the agreement between the (iovern-
ment and Dr. Black and others re the
starting of the blackboy industrv? 2,
Can  the Premier give the Honse any
idea as to when this industry will he
started ?

The PREMIER replied: 1. The agree-
ment was completed and signed on the
25th November last, and I am informed
by his solicitor herve that at the presewd
time Dr. Blaek is in London making final
arrangements. 2, By the terms of the
agreement Dv. Black has to expend
£1.000 on the undertaking before the
25th of next month, and failing eompli-
ance therewith within 30 days after
notice of defaunlt has been sent to him.
the agreement will be liable to forfeitnre,

QUESTION—MILEK PRESERVATION.
PUSEY PROCESS.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier: 1,
When does the option of purehase of the
Pusey process for the preservation of
milk expire? 2, It it has already ex-
pired has provision been made for an
extension of fime in order to enable re-
ports to be received and considered? 3,
What has been the cause of the delay in
obtaining and considering these veports?

The PREMIER replied: 1, On the 8t
inst. 2, No. 3, The neeessity for making
full investigations.

BILL—LAND ACT SPECIAL LEASF.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from ihe previous day.

AMlr. BATH (Brown Hill): Since the
Minister for Works introduced this mea-
sure and gave us detailed information, 1
have had an oppertunity of pernsing the
lease which is emhbodied in the Bill, and.
as far a8 T can see. the Government have
endeavoured to the fullest extent in their
power to safegnard the interests of the
Stafe. There is no donbt that the eom-
pany. if they had so desired to establish
the industry, conld have found land whicl:
they could have pnrchased for the pur-



